1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW

STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP Washington, DC 20036-1795

Telephone 202.429.3000
ATTORNEYS AT LAW Facsimile 202.429.3902

www.steptoe.com

s

DAVID H. COBURN
(202) 429-8063
dcoburn@steptoe.com

April 3, 2003

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Ms. Rini Ghosh

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.

Washington, DC

Re:  Finance Docket No. 34284 -- Southwest Gulf Railroad Company --
Petition for Exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 10901 to Construct and
Operate a Rail Line In Medina County, Texas

Dear Ms. Ghosh:

We recently forwarded to you, in response to a request that we received, a list of public
contacts between Vulcan Materials Company/Southwest Gulf Railroad and members of the
public. In addition, we are hereby forwarding a list of clippings of articles from local
newspapers during the past few years that address the development of the quarry and, in many
cases, construction of the rail line. We assume that this will provide you with some useful
background on the nature of the issues that have been raised.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Respectfully,

‘ y Cy_\——/
David H. Coburn
Attorney for Southwest Gulf Railroad
Company
DHC:dyj

cc: Jaya Zyman-Ponebshek
Darrell Brownlow

WASHINGTON PHOENIX LOS ANGELES LONDON BRUSSELS



Finance Docket No. 34284
Southwest Gulf Railroad -- Petition for Exemption

Media Clippings

April 3, 2003



, Ref. 1

101 Ave K
Fak: (830) 426-3348

Losses, gams occur durmg change

not’ seek out member‘; of the ‘

Hondo
Anvil

Herald
Letter
To the
Editor

2/6/03

Why hzre a czly ma,, ger?
o, : DearEduor mtyconncﬂmmtgﬂtﬁmhow’
s I have not had the privilege to  to runit. He is the professional. In

meet Mr. John Vidsurri. But Thad  that case, why hire one? Why
tust heoun to like whathe was do-  don’t they do it themselves? We



Everything comes w:tk a prxce / /é -83

D e g
Ly isa L R TS L

both the carly Schweers and’ N Ref. 2
Gexdessenlmmkmmuy ’

Hondo
Anvil
Herald
Letters
To the
Editor

1/16/03

Ref. 3




Ref. 4

Jour B - g5

X78861  IG0IAVS.K
Fax: (830) 426-3348

oo e

Hondo
Anvil
Herald
Letters
To the
Editor

1/09/03

© This address is north
Quarry Site



Ref. 5

Hondo
Anvil

Herald
Article

12/26/02




Ref. 6

Hondo
Anvil

Herald
Article

12/12/02

The Hondo Anvil Herald, Thursday, December 12, 2002,

ot

S bt

The photo shows the ‘Schweers Bunch’ hard at work building a barbed wire fence with

Aggie Ddugl_’a_s Riff as

“Chief Honcho.” He is a great-grandson of Heinrich and Johanna, His grandfather, Henry, was bom here,
along with his 13 siblings. Pictured (I-r) are Steve Riff, Douglas Riff, David Schoch, Eric Schoch, Carol Car-
penter, Glenn Schweers, John Carpenter, Karen Riff, John Riff, Robert Riff, Scott Carpenter, and Ray Schoch.

Schweers family members plan
open house at pioneer home

The community is invited to an old
fashioned Christmas Open House to be
held at the Withelm and Elizabeth
Schweers pioneer home in Quihi, on
Sunday, Dec. 15, from 3 to 6 p.m. De-
scendants of Schweer and Zeda Balzen
will be celebrating their good fortune for
the opportunity to acquire the pioneer
home of Heinrich and Johanna Schweers
shown above, the Wilhelm and
Elizabeth’s home, and an area around
the family cemetery for parking.

Vulcan Material Company represen-
tatives will attend, and are expected
to make an important announcement
conceming the properties.

On May 8, 2001, Douglas Riff,
Glenn Schweers, Tom Pichot and Don
Schoch, all Schweers descendants,

met with the Vulcan folks for lunch
in Castroville. They asked for con-
sideration of allowing the Schweers
families to acquire the two historic
homes for restoration and preserva-
tion. The Schweers group was de-
lighted to discover Vulcan was not
only agreeable to the idea, but was
genuinely interested in being part of
such an endeavor.

“It was obvious this fine company
is very community and people ori-
ented, and that they sincerely wanted
to help the family members realize
their dream!” said Don Schoch, presi-
dent of the newly-formed Schweers
Historical Foundation, Inc.

Subsequently, Vulcan has allowed
the family to remove items of pos-

sible historic value for safekeeping.
They have cleared the Heinrich
_homesite of weeds, thick brush, and
tree overgrowth and have provided le-
gal assistance in becoming a legal
entity. “We are now the Schweers
Historical Foundation, Inc. (SHF),
and can legally transact business and
.own properties. We have filed for, and
received, a 501(C) (3) status from the
IRS which is a non-profit, charitable
organization, and can accept tax-de-
ductible donations, memorial gifts,
grants, etc., and enjoy tax exemption
on any income, purchases of materi-

- als, contracts, etc.” said Schoch.

“Everyone is invited to come see
these precious homes, and appreciate
the history!” he said.
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nber of Iawsuits
achers has been rising]
Qno of the maim
2in unions or asso-
got liability ingurance:
he Texay Starec Teach-
A (TSTA) receive 0. 56
y insurance policy,
Sf principals,
or school pro-
concern for lawsuits.
rdver's cducation and
iome of the morc vis-

amaging is the impact
discipline in the clags-
utitudes and bohavior
Slera in the classroom
s and admintisirazors
)8 0 iastill srendards
in the classroom duo
lawsuits.

a 1S5-yecar~old Ohio ’

shool disrrict and 11
she receijved faili
nstant sardiness

1 thiom the district’s 12~
:d. She is sccking 36
pensatory damages

besause thesc grades hurt hag chance$ ~ |

for receiving scholurships, belng ad-
-mitted into college and gewting a good”
Job later jo life.
; "momlsalwwsuinu.udif
cgisiators want o help teachirs, they
should move to Free tax dollars now
being spent in litigation and lining
the pockets of wial lawycrs. That
monsy could bewter b spent in the
classrooms and for teacher salaries or

benefits.

Passiag legiziadon to protect tcach- -
era from civil and criminal Hability
and punishing tose who knowingly
file False claims will renow our sm-
phasis on cducation, not litigation. It
will feturn the classroom two the teach-
erx, the schoolyards to owr children,
and our tax dollars © education, oot
lidgation.

Texas Citizans for a Sosnd Economy
is a 48.000-namber organizatian of
consumers that support common.-
sepse gpproaches fo solving public
policy problems, Texay CSE Is a sratxy
afftliate of the 280,000-member na-
tional Citizons for a Sound Bconomy.

l ‘feality

18 tiéa and encourags

roots patticipation by

.Icast 60 percont of a

““idatc’s campaign
~State indlvidual

e of the Senats, or
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presentatives.
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igns ynlimited sums
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Problem: Incwmbens elecied qpnt-

cials 2he anfair e of

(free) mass mailings, =ven
during elecrion years, up to 60 days
bafore the clcction. .

My solution: End the maxs-mail
franking privilege for Ssaators dur-
ing elections years. .

My bifl incorporatcs conunon ssnse
inwo our campaign finaoce laws by
targoting areas that have been subjoct
10 abuse and cxcess, while respect-
ing freedom of exprossion. These are
cleay, workable i w
cneour;?u broad politicsl
tion while addrexsing shoricomings
that undermine public cnnfidence.
They would go a long way toward
returning control of federsl cam-
paigns aod clcotionx to individual
VOLETR.
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Landowners must plan area’s destiny

There is scrangth in numbcers.
-In bis Feb: letter, Mr. David
Zelinskl is far wo in giving

For soveral ysars this atca haz besn
fmmhmgmms
er3 who have moved here and mada *
their homes. The local churches have

gehcrous
mc all the credit for the Jand in
the Quihi/New Fountain ares in k-
ing a stand agains: the milroad. Acto-
ally, if it were not for the work and as-
sistance of many landowncrs, the
agreemont to prohibit the railroad
could not hsve decn lished. So
lct’s give cradlt where credit is duc. As
ares Jandowners, we recognize that we
must plan together the destiny of our
arca. gvu'ISOpooplc have signed the
patition againxt the proposed railvoad
and quarry. People binding wgsther in

acovenant gives them a stronger voicw, |

and also legal smanding. °

In December, Vulcan began
quire proparty under the cover of an
assumed name of McdTex Land Co.,
instcad of Vulcan Lands, Inc., pre-
sumably for the proposed quarry’s

- rajlrosd right-cfeway. Members of the’

Moadina County Environmontal Ax-
don Associntion saw the immmediatc
necd to do somcthing to protect their
FTOpEY. An sxecutive council most~
ing was callsd which gave advicc and
consont to seek logal aid. A covenant
whose sole restricion was the place-
ment of any typs of railroad or con-

voyor system was created, therchy .

Blocking a direct north/south route
from Dunlay 1o thc propowed quarty
site. It wax signcd by 16
Jandownars. Some of their ancestors
made thejir living from the same land
and wers the original sexticrs.

Tho landowners and regidents of
this arsa rcalizc that Vulcan’s ros
promises shouttha county and its o
zens are just that: rogy promises. By
the wey, I doubt that Vulcan will hire
100 dozen (1200) people, as Mr.
Zelinski has stated. Vulcan does not
want us to think about the downside.
No one elsa has shown thal the vld-
matc ‘-atom lac for our county
wotulga' 'pe & benefit, and have nos

+ shown that this would not cost ail of

us more than we would gain, with the
roads constantly beiog torn up by the
trucks, for instance,

And what about the drain on our
already scarce watcr and clecwricisy
resources? These costs are alrcady

- incrcasing This would cerminly fur

suee funds. Madicaid and CHIP costs

ntal retardation and -

ness, recently filled  and maintaining insurance benefits for
sin why MH-MR relircd state cmployces and public
ncreased. Texch hool retirees will ngxm approxi-
me 10 lajn that atcly 51 billion in additional stats
aceived two years .

‘ out by increasing St smployess are lcaving state -
wnce, if their school  jobs for higher paying jobs in the pd-
health Insurance. ©  vate sector. and they, w00, are request-

cn who wmach our
I & statcwide
a plan paid for

-working prison
Capicol 10 explain
their S1R 974 crare-

-gramns untl the Scnate Finance Com-

ing a pay nise. . .
All of these requests have mesit. but

thay olso have a big price tag, which is

why I canngt costamiz to supporeing pro- -

mittee completes its work on the gaaw
hidonr ae Cuke Mandine’e ~harasren

ther Increasc the cost of the warer and
slecrricity for all'of the rest of us.
Thix 2200 acre mega-q would
be s project that will Jast.at feast 50
years. are nol many in the cns
tirc United Starés that are this size.
This projcct would psrmanently
change’ the direction of the progress
of thix county. Mr. Zelinski states that
I amrogeinst growth and economic de-

" velopment is Medine Céunty, but

there are other entarprises and indus-

“trics that would impast our growth in
- 3 positive m

both fi ially
and environmentally, that { welcome,

.Such as Avery Induas .
I ot Salinnases Bvinw var ~Aave

cpcricaced growth ‘and are cxpend.

ing their focilities in antoipation of c
mdwmmmssmdyudped-,-j
tve will dwindi¢ in the face b
of many of the problems created by .
the waflic of the ruilrosd, gravel vucks. .
air and watsr pollution, etc. I¥ & quarry o
is such a great thing, why ago the -

boring residents of quarries thae -
aro in operation in San Antobio trying °

inzs:ndcomgsoﬂbhma.wmah
date back o sarliest beginnings
of rho colunies foundea by Honri
Cum.rhecewinmdyhdwd
or lost due 1o this incrcascd £l ng.

The wmnt]i: 8 very simple
agroomeat. Thare is only one restric- .
don: no railroad. (It docs not reswiot

he dvuu'twmtanikﬂldgnbiq peop~ .
arYy, is a mystery to me. Pathaps bis -
feal eatats busincss is a fxcton. -

The commisgioner's court has
given MCEBAA assurance that
there will be no condemnarion of land
tm: privage and Vulcan §s .
privaws enterpriss. This assurance,
plus the covenant, will allow us to ; .
coalnuc to use our land without in-
tesference of our property righty, Yos,
the proposed guarty site property
owners have a right to give Villean
leasss 1o dig up thairland. But Vulean |
does not };-vo a right to aross our
p without our perrnission.

?u. ths psople of Quihi should be
carcful of what they sign, pardcutarly .
ifitisto arailroad right-of-way. : .,
People think of their friends,.. ...;

, their homes, their health, ...
the ultimare good of the county. and
ulkwa attorncy. R

We will coatinue our effosts to pece ...
vent a raikkoad being built to the pro-
posed quarry sitc by calisting o
o join us in additional covenants. If
you Want to protect your property
gzn this menocc, plcase contact us.

Ve want [0 send as strohg A mossage
as possible: Don*t mess with Quihi.
Dr. Robert T.
Prusident. Modine County ..
ani:munsm.lludo_nﬁssodldqn :
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Quihi, be careful what you sign

Dcar LEditar,

As most of you ure aware, Lhere is
a controversy in Quihi aver the pro-
pused Vulcan Quarry rail line. Resi
dents arc being asked 10 $ign a cov-
cnunt putling restrictions on (b2 usc
of their praperties. Although the cov-
enants pertain (o restricting a wish
to “establish a uniform plan [or the
protection of the use, enjoyment,
development and improvement of
the restricted propertics.” This docu-
ment was drawn up by or for Robert
Fitzgerald, President of the Mcdina
County Environmental Action Asso-
ciation. T don’t know about some of
the other residents in the area, but |
don’t want Mr. Fitzgerald to planthe
use of my property or my ncighbors.

It is time thar Me. Fitzgerald fi-
nally Tets us all know why he is

against growth and ecunomic devel-
opment in Mcdina Coumty. If her
doesn’t think 100 or sn dozen jobs
is impoitant, maybe he shauld talk
10 peaple thay don’( have onc, or are
working lor minimum wage with no
benefits. 1 don't know that T want 2
railroad going through my back
yard. but look ar all the peoplein La
Coste, Honda and Devine who live
with 20 plus trains a day.

Il Mr. Fitzgerald doesn’t want a
raiload on his property, all he has
to da is say no, but T believe the other
residents should be very careful
ahout whut they cign. Maybe the
next thing he'll ohject 16 is tnethane
gas Irom cows or farm equipment
un the roadways

David Zelinski
Quihi
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" Quihi quarry query

Residents still fighting; Vulcan still studying

By Wiltiam Hoover
Anva Heaad Consesroroent

Medina County Environmental
Action Association president Robert
Fitzgerald has been fighting buresu-
cracies that enable the construction
of large rock quarries which, he fears,
will permanently alter natural land
use patterns.

Fitzgerald has led a fight to pre-
vent Vulcan Industries from building
a huge quarry near Quibi, citing

notify me if Vukean'is issved a per-
mit but they couid change names.”
Fitzgerald promised he would no-
tify the paper as soon as he had de-
finitive news on the quarry’s stats.
Ransdell, however, said there has
been little change in status over the
last six or seven months and his com-
pany is proceeding with feasibility
studies. Vulcon continues to siudy
the economic and environmental im-

been working over a year, nearly 18
months, performing cavironmental
assessments for Ihe quarry and sur-
rounding area and the railroad right-
of-way area. Asscssment continues
with no completion date, but infor-
mation is coming in.

“We have not dune miuch to bother
the public until we know where the
quarry project will end up. By both-
ering I mean we have not been hold-
ing public meetings with loval orga-

pacts of the quarry and railroad right-
of-way, ing to Ransd
“We to work diligently to

health and

Vulcan President Tom Ransdell
promises the quarry will have 2 mini-
mal negative impact on health and the
eavironment and says the new busi-

evaluate the project from the public
side, the environmental side, and the
economic side,” Ransdell said. “We
have ongoing work with marker re-

ness will be an
for the county.
“We have been busy and I have had
the flu, but we are working on the
prion they are (p ling with
plans 1o build a quarry in Medina
county),” said Fitzgerald. “So much
has changed since last week, any-
thing 1 said now would need 1o be
retracted. There is a ot in the works
right now. TNRCC is supposed to

hers (o find a market for this
product (crushed stone). We don't
build quarries hoping people wilt
come. We need a viable market be-
fore we decide to go ahead. We have
a sophisticated process and datab:
we use 10 evaluate a green-field
quarry-a location where there has
never been a quarry.
“On the envi side, we

1o cxplain our plans since
there has been no change in whar we
originally told penple. When we
know ouir course ol action. we will
let the public know. We have been
proactive through the entire process.

“We have also contacted landown-
ers in the ares about the potential of
their land being used as a railroad
right-of-way. This project is depen-
dent on connecting the quarry site to
the Union Pacific railroad, If we are
successful, we will have cight miles
of raikroad track 1o build. That will

ecquire right-of-way, permission, and

g of the land Thatis

had a number of experts who have
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where we are,” explained Ransdell.

‘Ram Touéh

PHOTO 8Y JEFF BENGER
Three members of the Honda Owi football team, al offehsive linemen and all with three years varsity
experience, signed 10 p'ay lootball lor the Angelo State Rams Wednesday. Seated from left, are HHS
seniors Michael Wiemers, Nathan Fillinger and Michae! Muennink. Pictured in back are Honda High
Schoal Foolball Coach and- Athletic Director Jack Rushing, Deiwin Wiemers, Gary Fillinger, Linda Fill-
inger, Debbie Muennink. HHS Principal Larry Carrolt and Assistant Principal Clay Rosenbaum. Wednes-
day was national signing day in college tootball.




Ref. 11

Medina Valley
Times
Article

9/21/00

Castroville
News Bulletin

9/14/00
Ref. 12

R .7 NI

Mepma CoOUNTY;

SrerEMBER 21, 20000

’ S_

MEDINA VALLEY

No quarry perrmts filed yet

Adclimcounls
Sty Warmsa
QuUITES- anennlhhrtho hltillloounglnmﬂm

podbilityn!opntu.hmmmqurryinﬂnqum.m ..

below Medina Lake. However, they have not applied ‘for
any permits through the Texas Natursl Resource
Conservation Committes as yet.

TNECC spokesperson Pat Shaughnessy said there
weren't any permit applications on file from Vulcan
Materisla Co. regarding a limestone quarry -nywham in
the Mpdins sres

Vuloan Materials president Toxa Ransdell also ocen-
MMtb-yluvtm-leadtoﬁhfwmymmnt
this point.

“We have not filed anything with TNRCC, and will not

uatil we think that we have a viable project, and then we'll -

go through the appropriate channels,” he said.

. Sentiment amang some local residents remains strong
ngainst Vulcan's proposal. Medina County Exvironmental
Astion Association Chairman Dr. Robert T. Fitsgerald says

he will continue his relentless efforts to dissuade the com-

pany from opening the quarry. “We're certainly going to
coatinus to battle it every step of the way,” he seid.
Vulcan is not abandoning the quarry project, bat mov-
ing ahead cauticusly, Ranedeil said. They plan to come to
mmwmwdhnu
iry and tentative plans publicized earlier con-
huphhdlmdhhrdlmulanmtﬂm’lyhtbm
site froin a projected fraight terminal sccessing the United
Pldﬂclincnbnhyudmfufmnmtmm

) plnntqudvlthhthputm

Ceggiemnes b WU pee e SMWLIWIL

Lugourn, Konaia

CDASTROVILLE.  NELS BUsreTi) — SEMenser 4, Xood

No.6865

Adelina Ganzales
STAFF WRITER
Vulcan Matertals Co. is still

considering opening a lime-

stone quary in the Quihi area

below Medina Lake. However,
& they have not applied for any
o, permits through the Texas
= Natural Resource Conservation
g Committee as yet.
-»s TNRCC spokesperson Pat
+— Shaughnessy sald there
=<weren't any permit applica-

zmms on file from Vulcan
<o

Materfals Co. regarding a lime-
stone quarry anywhere in the
Medina County area.

Vulcan Materials president
Tom Ransdell confirmed that
they have not elected to file for
any permits at this point.

*We have not filed anything
with TNRCC, and will not until
we think that we have a viable
project, and then we’ll go
through the appropriate chan-
nels,” he said.

Sentiment among some

local residents remains ‘strong

. against Vulcan's proposal.
Medina County
Environmental Action

Association Chairman Dr.
Robert T. Fitzgerald says he
will cootinue his relentless
efforts to dissuade the compa-
ny from opening the quany.
“We're certainly going to con-
unuerobattleltwe:ysbepof
the way,” he said.

Vulkan #s not abandomng
the quany project, but moving

~ »See-“hospital”, page 2

Quarry still hasn’t filed for state permit

ahead cautiously, Ransdell
sald. They plan to come to
some. conclusions before the
end of the year.

Preliminary and tentative
plans publicized earlier con-
templated a possible railroad
spur northerly to the quarry
site from a projected freight
terminal accessing the United
Paciffc line at Duniay and not
far froms a cement mixing plant
opened within the past year.
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MCEAA holds membership meeting, adopts by-laws

Submitied by
Dr. Robert and Alvee Fizgerald

The Medina County Eavironmen-
tal Action’s fourth meeting was held
Thursday, May 25, at 6 p.m. at the
Medina County Faisgrounds Hall.
One hundred seventeen members
and their invited guests artended the
membership meeting and barbecue.
Landowners for the possible pro-
pused railwoy between Dunlay and
the quarry site in central Medina
County were invited guests of the
MCBAA. Commiuee rcports' were
given, reporting that membership is

- steadily growing. During the mem-

bership meeting a hoard of dirccrors
was elected. Elccted were Dennis
Skalka, Judy Diumar, and Brad
Regnier. By-laws for the MCEAA
were also adopted:

Following a catered barbecue,
Gene Lanfear, 8 well-known attor-
ney with eéxpertisa in Iegal cases con-
ceming easements and condemna-
“tion, spoke to the gathering. Hc
pointed out that condemnation of the
land would not oceur because this is
a private enierprise, as also acknawl-
edged by the Commissioners’ Court
and Judge David Montgomery.

Those in attendance received valu-
able information conceming what il

means to have a railroad going through’

their property. Guests were informed
that although they would stll be pay-
ing taxes on the land uscd for the right-
of-way, they woult no longer have the
use or corxrol of the land.

Mr. Lanfear reminded those in
attendance that this project would
come at the cost of the people in
Medina County in spite of Vulcan's
propaganda that it would profit ev-
eryone in Medina County.

He stated thas land easements for
a railroad right-of-way would causc
indefinite changes. Unlike rights-of

way for pipelines, electrical lines, or

telephone lines, the rights-of-way for *

railroads are very intrusive. For ex-
ample: noise, waiting for trains lo
cross, and loaded cars parked on side
tracks awaiting shipment all the
whilé having their uncovered con-
rents blowing on homes and prop-
erty. All use and control of the right-
of-way area is lost to the landowner,
including spraying for weed control.
Guests wers informed of what they
should demand in a contract with
Vulcan for aright-of-way, including
b not limited to the following:

= The contract should contain a
provision that the payment received
for the railroad easement be equal o
the highest amount received by an-
ather landowner.

* Royalties on each ton of mate-

rial mined. assessed at the mine on,

gross amount before wansportation
costs are taken out, should be paid
to the casement grantors,

« Since tracts of Iand would be di-
vided, contracts shonld contain pro-
visions to be paid by Vilean for fenc-
ing, catrle guards, watering facilities,
and changes in irrigation of farm land
altered by the railroad right of way.

» Sincc no more than 50% of water
pumping rights is transferable to an-
other tract, this should be given con-
sideration also to avoid losing some
of the water pumping rights. The con-
tract should contain provisions for ac-
cessible crossing points ta the other
side that fit the landowner's needs.

* Singe the railroad berms would
impaund water during heavy rainfail,
landowners should have thsir con-
tract contain provisions for culverts
and bridges as necessary to normal-
ize runoff and to avoid liability to
their neighbors.

» Landowners should obuain prorec-
tion [or cleanup costs of oxic mate-
rial in the event of an accident leav-

ing such material on their property.

» Provisions for remaving the rail-
road tracks including berms and
bridges, ete., s6 when the quarry
ceases production or the railroad is
no longer uscd, this expense would
not be bome by the casement grantor.

* Costs for returning the land to
its.ariginal condition should also be
bome by Vuican.

Landowners were reminded that
land divided by a railway is not
worth what it was before the divi-
sion, and landowners should be com-
pensated accordingly on the cntirc
property. Mr. Lanfear urged anyone
entesing a contract for easement to
seek counsel from their own attor-
ncys for their own protection.

He continued by stating that, al-
though the quarry has been adver-
tised to be in production for ‘only’
50 years, the past history of similar
projects and their *track record” in-
dicares that they would cease only
when they run out of material or'they
were farced to c¢ase their operation.
Mr. Lanfear stated that, once in op-

" eration, other projects —such a ce-

ment plant or a concrete plant for
making trusses for bridges— would
in all likelihood follow, thus ensur-
ing Vulcan's stranglehold on Medina
County indefinitely.

The attendees were once again in-
formed that what landowners do aow
would affect the furure of Medina
County indefinitely, and that the
gains proposed by Vulcan would be
offser by permanent sacrifices by the
people of Medina County. The land
will never be the same in spite of all
the things Vulcan says it would do
for Medina County.

A question and answer session fol-
lowed, with individuals receiving
answers to their special concerns.
Aticndees reported thay it was a very
informative meeting.




Hondo
Anvil
Herald

Letter to
Editor

5/4/00

Ref. 14

Dear Editor: . ‘

Accarding to Vulcan Matedials, if
this proposed Quihi quarcy and rail-
road spur become a reality. for the
next 50 years, there would he 200
million tons of limestone extracted
from the quarry, with 10 to 20% of
the limestone being hauled out by
18-wheel trucks.

If 15% of the material is hauled
by trucks, did you know that:

« There would be 524 mucks go-
ing down CR 353 and CR 351 and
then onto FM 2676 to either Rio
Medina at Highway 471, or to High-
way 173 cvery week? .

« Thexe would be 87 trucks a day?

+ There would be between nine
and 11 trucks evary hour?

And doubls those totals for return

“trips to the q

Larry. .

Then there is the fact that 150 em-
playees would go to the quarry 10
work svery day. -

And then they would leave the

quarry (o go home in the evening.
Plus the fact that there would be
trucks delivering fuel and supplies
to the quarry. For the next SO years.
We have many homes in this area,

PRSI 3 Yl

(Quany s traffic would be too much to bear

with working parents, school children
and senior citizens. All who drive FM
2676 will be sandwiched between
78.000-1b. trucks, with rocks break-
iugwindshieldsmdmhadﬂvinghu-
ards. Besides the denger of all this traf-
fic to our cars and school buses, who
can even. guess how much money it

. would take to keep the roads in good

repair? When asked why there were

"no asphalt roads or parking lots in the

Helotes quarry, even thongh much
asphalt is.manufactured there, Mr.
Ranedell replied, “Tt is too expensive
and our trucks beat it up too bad.”
The rest of the limestone that
would be quarried (80 to 90%) would
be bauled out by the proposed rail-
roed spur from the quarry (o the ex-
isting railroad at Dunlasy. This pre-
seats another set of hazards which we
in Medina County need to explore.
The buzzwords “growth,”
“progress.” “goad citizen,” “good
steward of the land.” and “good -
neighhor” are meaningless when one
is faced with the prospect of this
nightmare becoming a reality.
Alyne Fitzgerald
Quihi

N
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Thmut:ndnd managed industxial companies small amount. of aggregate will not piace demands on the Summarizing, Rangdiell told ‘Munaﬁmllymnvshal;
ST Warze In the world.” used far local consumption. city's budget.'wdkmdell In the group the company $80,000 house and brings three
Vuican Mamlnh Southwest  “We are the largest aggre-  Houston Isthe larpest aggre- fact, Vulcan ‘recycles 80 fo B85 expects a $7.5 milion annual Kids along, the demand on the
Division President Tom Ransdell gate producers in the United gste market in the United percent of the water they use, combined Input into the com- schoal system I more than
Yrecejved an unexpected round sutu.'aldnmdul.‘uypur- States, Ransdell said. and the company will not make _munity, and the ratiroad used what they pay b taxes,” sald
of applause follawing one key pose Is not to impress you with Ransdel] also addressed the coacrete, to transport the farmer, firernan and small bush
question from a citizen at the that,* he said, *b biggest of cit about mnrdlngtc ‘ ‘ Anyone with mlrzﬂduahy ness ownsr Ray lagge.
Castrovills Area Chamber of isnot always the best” Instead, what Jmpact the company will Ransdell element of the . .“How abour a $200000
Commerce luncheon  at Ransdell used a siide presenta- have an the environment. " Ransdell busl profect. - houss?* asked Fizgecald.
Sammy’ Restaurant Tuesday.  tion to promote Vulcans plan  *The creeks will not be conceded “”. sense Medina County  "An entity like thisrepled
*How can we, the city and o locate In Medina County.  dammed, no damagewilloccw s 0 m @ would know Environmental [agge, “that makes no demands
the Chamber of Commerce be  The quany, should Wulcan to the aquifer, the dust will not  drilling and gy g, Action Association on the tnfrastucture i w far
of holp in opening the quany?®  decide 1o bulld in the county, increase, water will not be blasting will J , , Chafrman Robert better. Investment than 200
asked & man in the back of the  will be a three-pronged apers- wasted, propeity values will have ‘to be Ray Jagge FRzgerald stood houses, sir. Anyone with any
raom. . ton: 1 - the quarty; 2 - crushing not be decreased and wulcan done,* but up to oppose the business senss.would know
Ransdell explained the com- and screening the. TNRCC requires Vulcan to  quany. : Co AS
party must apply to the Toas and 3 - il coniro) the dust. *We have some very sefious  “We'll be glad to compare
National Resource transporta- Transportation of the prod- considerations about the quar- our Business figures with you
Consecvation Commission for 8 tion. Vulcan's _ uct will-be mostly by rail 1y." he said Fizgeirald said the dn that,” said-Fitrgerald.
permit. The TNRCC will then primary prod- Ransdell sald the company railroad would be very close to  “Mediné County has very
cundna:bem:. uct will be mwmmmm Quih) and his organization has few -and , lroited natural
; “Thats when we will need crushed lUme- apen the quarry.and produce : 800 signatures oppoding the resources” said Jagge. *We
‘your help,* satd Rensdell sone. 150 new jobs with an estimat- opcnlngcfthrqumy. nead to attrict bysinesses like
. Ransdell preserted Vulcan®  The prod- ed $4 milion payrqll. - “Thisis a financial enterpeiss  this to develop the last ratural
{proposed limestone quanry and  uct is further Additionally, expectations are that would benefit Medina, mw&ﬁw:hﬁscwn.
faliroad spur project to the divided Into .the company will spend locally County, but you Kave to con™  ty, whickj is liméstone. If we run
thamber membars, but said thzee  cate- nearly $600,000 annually in sidet what would be sacr- a company Uks this ane iway,
‘the project s still In the evalua- gorles: 1 - a fuel and $1.8 million In eleciric-  Hced,” he said. "People. will not  my taxes 'will go up ‘and your
tion stage. base matertal; y. . movchmfmmmhmonbw taxes will go up” lagge told
. “We want to be & good 2 . clean, . "We expect to pay about be neararallroad”® - - Inm u company
neighbar, and we have a guod  washed aggre- $150,000 for Medina County rmpaldtqldmempm like' Volcan in the county that
rack record® sald Ransdell. gate that will taxes and around $450,000 In same revenues could be real- pays a large smoumt In taxes
Ransdell pointed out industry be shipped to school taxes, pald to the Honda Alndbyznnmw)wmlnm wlﬂllkuodm:nonmmty
Week magaziney ciaim ‘that cemote mar- . — ‘Iﬂ&pendmt School Dmm:t, ares, ﬂ“l m dmv a Vﬂnmln the counl
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*Vulcan) is c(‘

Z" “arisdell; -
X . LR e b
l&




Ref. 16

Ref. 17

R

‘Medina Co. Republican Club to meet
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Appreciates the additional parking that __ he gave to the publi
30 littse reason for. coverage of event would be necessary for the P Ripec(fu;tv
. no_one—except museur would destroy the Karen D. Gilliam-Fifield
wtrol. But a clear . appearance of the area and Councilwomar, Diszric: 2
idings Is not usu- On;ubﬂmmm detract from ks natural beau- e
indowner to man- H ty. Second, bullding the muse-  Follow the money
.enough so that 3 Alsatt e lation,  um so closa to the Alsatian :
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up . it F d & sok to the
ooy e wnd | (LG o s Wy 5 s+ e e Couny v il
m:o ﬂ': dght | leafetoruam ;:u o a ISSuL.  and should e desired by all, |
safer, Wi . . inage plan that was !
g lives and prop- e ware tohave 1 showed using a say lety “Follow The Marey.”
be used for thase Wﬁuﬂ Bentz m;s his family  curb ta divert the water ‘;: ;!:‘ oppor;ant'sh that voice
u:‘zy control aver s ’P“"' Il h‘r?usm:: I'm“n;:: area and Into 2 but ﬁndp:‘;;r:s:;l; z{p::‘ﬂ. i
) Buests arge which would droj .
at p bn::n. t directly into the river. Thep income comes from providing
wor dmn‘-‘- event drsw aver 100 volume of water that be services or support [o quar-
pootly peopla and was truly a cultr-  produced in & hea m‘“"" ries. One of our neignbars a
d jal celebration for the many would, in effe w4 Medina Lake cancluded that
send a few bucks e and the fa in effect, turn the sys-  ofrpr careful tho:
EMS. I you think | fyo Burges farally  tem into'a water siide. This gught and
uch oo organized and have nur-  area is adjacent to a residen- study they were reversing
nd they those ‘mﬂdn group for the past  tial netghborhoad and pupulsr ::sk posttion an the quary.
ghtieabunchat | [T ou restaursr, N o chld o any- oy o fow weeks before ehey
Stncere Thanks, one else were to lose their it
~~ we can make i c“""‘:r;m footing at such a tme and fal m:i:lu?:" :d[:l:::::r anc
fusshould :;:lgu v:;n om m::::l; g Y regarded members nfﬁ:e
o Museum article inally, the :"’umﬁm 2, Andl  Medina County Emvironmen:al
— |was misleading Nlsatan house 1salraady 8 s g e g e
mesom—— a mfc:::‘m":v:‘h“ Recently an acea paper
. ad with great interest accurred, Deliberately incr peinted an article praising the
. ticle written by Tom ing the walfic here weuld ‘e:d' quallty of ilic wkile living next
R ol abenst the pruposed to even mare problems. to a quarry in San Antonio. i
T Ranadell, presidéi of Vulcan l im sites and [have but  Incidentally, the traffic in this ”";:d""“',' The Money", ce
Sothwest Division, will presént his ! uestion _ which meeting  9rea is what Linda Guacra individual intervicwed was
plans for buikliag, running and main- | the proposed sttes was  Objected to, not the area of xu:‘dazom! of the families
wining the proposcd limestone questy 1 uluce! at? He certainly. . the old haspital. nds aiottogainby
and askocinted rvitroad spur planned otat the same meeting| T me placing the museum the sale of thair land for quar- |
for upper central Medina County. Iod. i he had been, city in the old hospital has several 1y use. ) '
rria il be the caber side ofthe con- | flas@whole and Unda  baneflis. Ars it would asd in 1 [ihiok we st should
troversy preseated by Dr. Robert 1 s specifically would not  the restoration and upkeep of ‘;::m' rm:ulm with che
Pitzgesald last month. et 30 grosly misquot- a0 already historical buldiog.  n vt vas anes o< e
{Fun sitendee wanis lo eat, il s rec- 1 Second, the Square has plenty  » e contio) serrice and o |
ormmended that he/she should come ! Hancock, rep g of parking available, and final- pest cantrol service and ne
Obout 6 pun. 0 thet hefshe will be | Proposed vo sktesm ly if would be located in an s taally suceessiu i
finished before the meeling staris, ¢ Juncil: the Arstbeing  arex surrounded by the histo- ng the area of rats. It was
The Republican Club does ot plan ¢ 1and to the side of the Iy It rapresents. only when the townspeogie
to serve refreshments. 1n house and the sec- [0 closing, let me say that | ;“;Su':t"h'::’: agreement dic
. { sng the old hospital. s well as the majority of the ;¢ ol r:m o gave
{ would not presume to  council, 1 feel, wants the CCHA  pocd stewardsh xercise
. .t on h-b:x of the entire 10 :cd ful In p g k] [uypwoa::; l:(:
. ) woc let me state my  and displaying ous haritage. | .
Seminar SCheduled t 3;: the propased sites.  No councll member voic:: ﬁra:em: s:,dl:;:i' "':"":""
\ dthearsahehindand any concems about havin ) n const:
Foc peoplejust starting abusiness, ¢+ laft of the Alsatian the museurn at the ald hnzpb :‘f& ::efmg by the stew-
the IRS announces & (ree small busi- ¢ is not a viable site. My tal. As all council meetings are . t land a::d the
est gominst in San Amonio. Jtis  « ing i< as follows: Arst, taped, 1 would suggest Mr. demdu duon of the lives of gurt
cosponsored by the Small Business *  and the park and ride  Carhuce iaten to the tape so e s
Devel Center. { nough to accammodate  he can correct the Impression nns & Maggie Skalka.
The Business Income Tax Sem)- ! -
nar runs Thursday, May 28, from ¢
§:308.m. 104 pm,, & UTSA Down-.
town, 1222 North Mais, room 250.
'

Topics will include; record
keeping, self-cnployment (axes,
selecling a busincss structure,
and IRS procedures.

Rescrvations ars cncouraged
slnce seating s Jimited. Plesse call
the Smal) Business Development
Center at (210) 458-2460. Reason-
-able arrangements foc persons
with disabiliies will be msde if
requested in advance, .

For more infocmation, call the
IRS Volunteer & Education Pro-

grams Office al (512) 499-3439.
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The Ssu Antonlo area

+ ‘quarries operated by Vulean
Motcrinis  Co.  Southwest
Division are huge craters
cucved wut  of limestona
Jeposita ringing the Alsmo
City. They litarally ore the
corneratons of the multi-mil-
fiun dollar aggregate business
which is planning » new plant
betwsen  Quih

i
-m;:g;;;,:& Visit the w
s NEIGNIOON'S pries i the San

the four
Antunie
quarries was 2

tytorial iv one of

the mast basic of

all  industries:

extracting Hmestons (rom the
earth, processing it, and sell-
ing the finishad product to
customars.

“It is not & very sexy busi-
ness,” said Vulean 3W presi-
deot Tom Runsdsll who con-
ductod the tour. “We take
lirncstone out of the ground
and get it to our customess,
1¢s simple, bub we make quite
an investinant in order to do b
cight."
~Quibi wnd Medina Lake
residents have raised

County Envirmunental Action
Associslion hesded by Dr
Robert Filsgerald who serves
a8 its chaicuan. The group’s
imain objections include air
pullution in the form of fine
limestone dust, excossive

nolse from plant rock ecush- spraying

efs and other equipment,
vibtations fram blasting, and
Tin increass in traffic. Tha lat-
tar aiso includes concerns
over construction of & ruilroad
‘spur linking the quacry with
"Union Puclfic tracks vear

Dunlay.

Ransdell explained the
need fur multiple quordes in
thn greatar San Antonio ares.
i - “Transporting
“Hmeatone to customers is very
‘cuatly due to its weight. We
‘have determined it is not cust-
‘offoctive to sell our product in
“thia aren if it bas te be
“trucked more than 30 iniles,”

Peering.into the qu

snid Ranadell.

This formula docs not
apply, huweves, to the pro-
posed quarry's targot market.
The majority of the limestons
10 be mined is targeted (or the
Houston and scuthesst Texos
markat, thus tha need for the
railroad, Cost of rall trans-
portation is cnly 2030 per
ceot the cust of Lransperting
by Uwck Anctber factor
untering tha cquation is area
gevlogy. The Housten area
has very little limestono and
custamsers pay $10-812 per

ton for crushed

Antonio ares mar-

Page 5 “iue wegent of
' arco

noctheast San Anlogio. Of the
locaticn’s 1,000 available
acres, 336 is being
mined. The plant’s entrence is
decorated with flowered land-
scaping emid large live oak
tress. Offices are small, o3 »

tians! signs. Automoblle aud
light truck drivers are wamned
by large signs to always yield
right-of-way te the mining
wquipment. Sormu of the quar-
ry's rolling steck is huge.
Forty-lon dump trucks with
gigantic tires yunble siong
the quarry floor, A water

Lruck moves about cpnatandy rock

the surface to pee-
vant the stirring of dust by
vehicla movement, Trucks
ready to leave the Facility
must first -drive- through a
whool-wash near the plant’s
oxit. ‘Truck acales interfaced
1o the olfics cumputer systan
make neie of load weights. If
a lruck is overweight, the
computer will Dot precess &
delivery Hcket and the Lruck

I-Mtdhvedlnhlvutimﬂ‘

arry crater

asephail oil rise Bvé storice
high next 1o & rock cenveying
systems. The asphelt planta
are modern and give off little,
i€ any, foul odor. The remaine
of tora-up soedways are piled
nearby awaiting recycling.
The old road surface is ground
up and mixed with new
ssphalt with 20 percent of the
wixture being recycled mater-

ink.

The heart of the quarcy is
an immenss opoo-onded pit
thet could sasily houss &
amall city, thama park, or goif
courss. Tha high cliff sides of
the pit revoal Jeyees of lime-
stone, laced with varying
smounts of red cay. A large
perched high

ummumkvdd
the pits floar. Thess blast
hales ars apeced 16 fost apart
and are filed with amisoai-
um nitrste pellats which have
boan triatad with dicse) fuel
at sn euteide vendor’s facility.

now consi old

considorod
ulluhﬂ.'unhnp\‘u‘d
in ‘quarry blasting. Bxplosiva
omﬁnn'n?uhlmllitk!
are performed by sn indapen-
dent vendot.

The bissting is contcotiod
to lecsen the limestoos from
the quarry wall. The process
produces what looks Like the
aftormath of n landslide. The
rock doss st fly in all direc-
tons. {nstend, it simply slides
toward Lhe open floor of the
pit. Minutes sfter & blest.
mwm&um
scene te bogin the procoss of
laading the reck iate huge
dump trucks. The trucks
omrry their nsds ta the plant’s

crushes,

The large [limestone
chanks wre pulverized into
varisus sizes according to how
the crusher is wet. Sizes yary
sccording to intended use.
The smallest is used in
aephsit. A alightly larger sito
is used in ready-tmix concrets.
A still larger size is usod for
roud bane material.

The crushar is noisy to any-
one working close Ly, At
Yulesa's Huebaer Rd. quarry,

ighborhoods ring

somne of ils caryo is

The 1604 quarry is alsa
home 10 two as) plants.
Crushed ruck in various sizes
ia stoced in u row of large
bine. Tanks containing

upacale neigh
tbe plant. If one stands next
to & house nesr Lhe quarry
rim, & dull bum can be beard
during the plants daylight
vperating houra.

A visitor eutering the
Huebner Rd. quarry was
unawnge of o blast that

R Heavy equipment moves about on the floor of one.of Vulcan's San Antonly area quau.

by Michael Stern)

occurred just after

the plant. No sound or vibrn-
tion was felt from the biast,
which was detonated approx-
imately one-half mile from
the quarry office.

Vulcan spent approximate-
ly $1 million to install a
water recycling plant at the
1604 facility. The crushed
rock has to be washed in
water to remove clay
deposits. During the washing
proceas, 3,800 gallona of
water per minute is used. The
recycling equipment is able Lo
clarify and return 78 percent
of the water for recuse.
Ransdell said the prupoesed
Medina County quarry would
have such o water recycling
syatem.

Vulcan uses concrete
bunkers for secondary con-
tainment of asphalt oil and
diesel fuel. These bunkers are
designed to p t petrol
um product contamination of
the underground water sup-

3-20-00
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(Mn
poses no riek of contaminat-

ing the water supply. ln this
case, Vuenn exceeds TNRCC

ly. A ling to  Texas

Natural Resourte
Conservation Commission
guidelines, y con-
tai N are d

tory for diesel fuel storage

tanks, but not for asphalt oil

conteiners. Asphalt oil is
pted from d

" N Tati,

Vulcan's proposed quirry
will be its largest in the
greater San Antonio area.
Approximately 2,000 acres of
land will be occupied by the

. reg
since it solidifies quickly in
ambient temperatures and

plant although not all of the
acreage will be mined.

MINING THE DEPTHS

Vulcnn Materiols Suuthwest Division president Tom
I(u‘nsdell displays a water recycling systemn at the compa-
ny's 1604 quatry. (Photo by Michael Stern)

Sev related stones, pages 4 and 5.




Ref. 20

Nelghbors

Julte Dunnavam -
StarF WRITER

in the past flve years, the
Helotes has grown from a one
stop town to a bustling city full
of bustnesses and new fami-
lles.

sitting right on the edge of
the city limits and backing up
to Sandra Day O'Connor High
school is a Vulcan quarry.

As school lets out for the
day, quarry trucks share road
space with school buses, {ail
patienty waiting for the traffic
light ta change so they can
move out.

O'Connor was built only a
few years ago; ‘Vulcan was
already in operation.

Just down Hwy. 16, less than
200 yards, sits a gated subdivi-
sion, so new all the houses
haven't been sold and the
landscape still Jooks raw.

A sign on the front informs
motorists passing by that
homes for the area begin in the
$90,000 range.

Medina Valley Times

3/20/00

find qu

Principal Gloria Keller sald )
did not return calls on how the
school has dealt with having
Vulcan right next door.

At the city hall, City
Secretary Elvie Fernandez sald
vulcan doesn't put anything on
the tax roles but the business
has been easy to work with
over the last 20 years and con-
sclentious when tt blasts rock
from the earth.

" *They've been here a long
tme,” Fernandez sald. “They
call us when they're going to
blast and that's the only time
we usually get complaints from
cltizens.”

Fernandez estimated the
quarry blasted once a month
but tooking back on her calen-
dar found March to be a busy
month with blasts six times in
the past three weeks.

*That's a lot of activity for
them,” she said. “If you live
here you just don't notice It

n fA. te and h f o
near other Vulcan quarries said

the same thlng 5,

The only, complalnt clark
High School Principal Larry
Martin had centered on old-
quarries, no longer in use that
weren't owned by Vuican.

“Our exterminator tells us
the sundlng water there Is the
reason we have so many mos-
quitos,” Martin safd.

Martin, .a Devine native,
worked for the school through
the 1980s and returned in
1997. Lo

*The quarry was here first”
he said. *In ‘the {1980s] the
blasts used to rock the school
but we don get very many
blasts anymore.'

Clark s located less than a
mile from the Vulcan site.

“As far as noise Is con-
cemed we're removed from it,*
he sald. *We have no problems
with any dust, nolse or air pal-
Jution.”

He sald the train tracks
vulcan uses to transfer rock to
|H-10 runs In front of the

3-20-00
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*skHidbiY: plps

school and sonietimes pases -

traffic problem when students
were getting 0wt at lunch or
the end of the day.

“You have to be un top of

the quarry to see it,” Martin
said “It's just nat noticeable.”

Diane Pipes (5 raising her
family in the Shavanc area and
her son, Nathan, (s & juntor at
clark who plays on the footbail
team.

MARCH 36, 2008, MEDINA VALLEY TIMES PAGE §

A landscaped entrance greels visilors to Vulcan's 1604 quarry.
(Phato by Michuel Stesn)

$100,000 and In Sk

les the

C“l'::;vm:‘""'-‘ five M Cieek the going price Is
“The football (ield Is In the (o ooo.':xm e
cotner of the school that backs ::::e ;:,;!” want and
Up 10 the e L
° Pipes also
:ald. ‘;’n sat ‘ ‘ ::ldt:::k d:
::l.u“d :ut people Northsld:
fames “.:l could Rve any- tndependent
School
td':-:n't q:::: where they want .. oua
was there. | and m , , ‘::‘h'r‘(:wlz
::;1 'm;; n{: chose here. fc‘mu, Clark
o Diane Pipes and O'Connor
blasis.® Shavamamaresldu\t In  proxfinity
Pos and to the vulcan
her husband live approximate- .

ly five miles from the Vulcan
site but have ftiends whose
homes back up (a the pit
*These peaple are 100 yards
from the edge of the quarry
site,” she said. “Thay're new to

| the area and said they domt .
veatly hear the noise excopt

the beeping the trucks make
when they back up.”

Her friends bought a hotne
Instead of bullding and whea It
came to inspections before
closing the deal, the house's
foundstion passed with no
prablems,

*The quarry was here balore
most of these houses and the
Sald MThi' Hotrle -
fn Shavano Park sell for over

there weore health harards
associated with being near the
quatry.

San Antcnle Is growing Ing

mostly. on the' north side, she
sald and quarries are all
around.

“This isn't a total disaster for
the (Quihl] ares,” Pipes said.
“Wulcan} will help the commu-
nity. 1 understand people don't
want growth but you have to
embrace ‘what Is natural to
your area.”

Of all the quarries Vulcan
aperates in the San Antonlo
ares, the one that mast closely

site Is on Loop 1604 at
0'Connor Road.

Trucks rumbie out of the
Vulcan entrance. Tie only rea-
son a driver would take the
extt, right now, is 1o go intu the

quarry.

A high dollar housing devel
opment (s going up right
scross the street and long
established subdivisions line
tha ldop facing I, along with
Muliberger Nursery.

The straets are cleaned and
on each side middle income
families with smail children
live; loys scattered In the lnml
yards.

Patrice  Burkhart 1 :ell
employed and works at hone,
jnst aff Bulverde Road, graom-

dogs.

She doesn hear the quairy
blasts nor does she notice any
extra dust in her house; her
twa daughters suffer no air
poliution related diseases like
asthma,

In all. Butkhart said she
doesnt notice the Vulcan pit.
Iy just another business thats
sprung up on the luop. :
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Ref. 21

Fmdmg out the real Jacts

Dear Editor:

Until reeemly. we were membm .

of the-opposition lo the proposed

Quihi quarry. Our mind wag chariged
when we decided (o further investl-

‘gate the allegations and toncerns by

the opponent's lesdership.

We contacted & Vulcan sepresen-
Iative to inguire ahout the danpers,
the envirpnmental hazards and the
effect the quarry would have on the
local ares, As residents living rela-
tively closc to the proposed quary
site, we are concemned abour whae's

" weome. We were told we wonld not

e any changes in my quiet

. experiene
lifestyle due to flying tocks, dust,
" toxic waste:or flooding, We also-

-learned 1hat the quagry: woulld have

a huge positive effect 1o the county
: hlvewlmrnuypmnfhisor;mi-,

" and 10 owrselves as

ll!m
mmmmwmm-

* tion. We traveled to Helotes [o visit

v

-« me

the quarry located there. It is hairdly
rioticeable and has a ricév, beautifill
high school on its north side, the

Helotes Little League on its south

side, and houssholds and businssses
scattered throughout the area.

Thinking there must not be any
danger here, we then proceeded to
the Hucbner quarry where we mo-
ticed things again to be sxacily as

" we'wers told by Volcan. There mre
hundreds of nice homes surfounding

-
1]

the quarry. It also can-hardly be no-
ticed from the road because there is
lh;ruckfenwbuilmmgﬂwpmp-

rry. There was & milroad running

,llong the side of the qudrry and,

through the middle of these expen-.
sive ncighborhoods. Agein, we-no-
ticed mo cvidence of danger at this
Incation, but evidence of prosperity.,
Upen our retum, we contacted the,
leadct of the Meding County Fovi-,

‘ronmental Action Association. We.

asked him if he would have the-

-Vnkanmkmmdmgxtoppo-

sition meeting. We felt it was impor--
tant or the citizens 10 hear both sides.
of the story. The ansiwer he.gave us,
was “sbsolufely not.! We informed.
him that we conld take our names off
the petition list, because ‘we didn't.

uaan. .

We recommend to anyone con-
ceened to do what we did and inves-—-
tgate on your own to find ot the:
facts sunnundmg the pxoposed
quarry.

We are not :hil&an following the
Pied Piper. We would hate to see this

county lose yet another oppommty

*for econontic growth because citi-;

zeas falled to find.out for themselves.

" the real facts.

Ton & Elizsbeth Welder
‘Medina Lake.
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Ref. 22

Your turn -

[P.0. Box 400, Hoado TX TRS61 3

Quarry wiil bring many benefits =~

. Aslifetimo residents and involved
mombers of the county, we support
the Medina County quarry. not.just
for our awn benefit, but for the bea-
efit of the cixizeas of the community.
" When Vulcan Materials ap-

pronched us about the quarTy, we

* wook time to lear about the comspany
and the relationship they have with
other comuniunities where theic quar-
ries ave locased. We were plassed 1o

vision, received the Uvalde Asea De-
velopment Foundation’s sward at the
angual Chamber of Commerce bua-

quet.

. As a neighber to the ninth largest
(and one of the fastest growing) eit-
" jes in the U.S., growth for us is in-

evitable. Yet Medina County costin- -
nes g resist corporats. growth and
Ingtead has experienced tremendous .

residential growth. The.querry
would bring jobs to the county, so
fewer of our resideats wonld have
0 make long commuies to Saa An-
tonjo or other distant locations.
Let's welcome companies that can
briag economic prosperity and hielp

* improve our county's quality of tife. fic
Bvery landowner and resident in

tke county benefits whea a corpors:
tion like Vulcan comes in and con-

vests agiicultural exempt Jand lo.

commercial land. For example, we
* pay $1,200 annually in taxes on the
“1800 acres Vulcan plans to convert
to the quarry site. Vulcan, which in-
cidentaily, does pot plan to ask for s
tax sbatement, will evantually pay
$600,000 annually in taxes. -
We are pleased that approximately

$450,000 of those tax dollars would - soramunity
School love, where we have mised our chil-

gotn the Hondo
District, reducing the need for costly
schoo! bonds. The other $150.000

“would g to'the county, again belp- |

ing minimize:tax incveases for citi-
2¢ns. Approximately $7 million will
be pumped into the local ceonomy
lo pay for salaries, supplies, services
-and other operating expenses.

We recommend you visit the
Vulcan quarries in Helotes and in

"San Antanio at Huebiner Road. The

Helotes quarry is adjacest to

0"Connor High Schéol, ans of SA's
newest schools. The Hucbaer Rosd
quuary is south of Clack High School,

" swrrounded by some of the inost ex-
pensive homes in the city. These -

peapls hougix their $200,000 o $1
million-plus-homes ksowing the
quary was thelr ncighbor.

Owr grandson, who amends Clark,
was not aware the quatry backed up

" w the mhietic'ficids that be peactices

on daily. None of the studonts wear

nuasks or wege wiimed 0 deink bortled.

water. In fact, he kns never seen duist,

* flying rocks or heard dynamite blests.

‘Wo have friends and relatives in
the Cliff area nEax Medina Lake who
‘alsq live within 3 mile of & rock
quarry. They tell us the quarry has
nover been & problem for them.

The quamy rock will be moved by
trains Hanitod 0 & spead of 20 mph i
the drea_ This will avoid cauging harm
to wildlife and livessock. Thair edt-
ing habits sad reproduction cycles
will not be sffected ang crop growth

wmuuwm;w-am'

will significantly lower the noise

and aid in pedestrisn safety. Vilcan
.also plans o run the railrond either
oyer of under the gronad st major:
roadways in the county 1o reduce traf-

Sumoundiag towns Jike Hondo, La
Caste, Devine, Naialis, Lytle aad

_neighborhoods in San Antogio such

as The Duminion and Shavanc Es-
tates have railroads rurning through

Many claim we ara acting out of

- greed, bys this is not true. We would

nover harm the ity that we
drea, and thet has been a part of our
families for penerations. .
* W ask cach of you to take the op-
porlunity to. learn’ more shout
Vulcam, the communities where their

‘quarties are Incated, and the benefits

that have been afforded to the resi-

denys in those communities.

Iean & Clovis Boclime
_ Castraville

|
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will by np problenis with the weil(s)
or with the aquifer-water being con--
: ¢ quier water beiag con-
There is also the concern about the

" Medina Lake Dam which is aiready

suffering s

} deteripmtion.
, The blasting tht will be done « the
" quarcy ‘will certsinly cause more

damage. Wil Valom be halrt respon-
sibla for the collspse of e darh and
the dumage that will result from its
collapss? Or will the residerits of
Medina Caunty have to suffer the-

losswwellaathocont?” . . -

Anothes concen ié for our children
on the sciibol bus; The increase in
large, poorly mainsained trecks, on s
limited ninnber of county roads, puts
everyome at risk, sspecially the inno-

cent childrea who occupy the many -

o TetaTy

" 0 penteful, clesa ‘
" -Vulcas. wnats 10 como with their

{ mimingsd to do st other sites,
%':w ."Wlﬁw'ﬁlbm

-~ dois jmpect on northern’ Medina.

Wa boujhe property cut Beye be-
caue of it baing God's country, It in.
mnd guiet. Now

fixiug "upper echelon will be flledwith per..

saas that thcy beisg with them, wha
do aot live in cur ares. Some of the..
“labor jobs may. possibly be filled

. with people from Medisa County.

Do you think fhe owners of Vidcan

. would live next 10 2 liméstane rock,

crushing quarry with aif of the noise,
-Guet and whto knows what'clse? We
do sat think they would. No one

wwnililbydlliu.hme.mm.

value will ga down. )

t Texas has numeroys-
other areas where limesiooe may be
mined with less impact on the eavi-.
. FORERT or h:;ciduu. Without
your support sod ‘sctive participa-
ﬂurm&nvwﬂlm
ged beyond oux ability to correct. |

-. _ Donsld & Sharon Harp
*  Sean & Kimberly Feneley

% Th. W receivedanal-
most pointefor-point lan

on the sdme subject from Hadf:;
County praperty owners Alfred and
Jerriens Bishop of Copperas Cove. |
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Michacl Stem
STAFF WrTER

Thete were plenty of avail-
able seats at Monday’s com-
missioners coust meeting, in
sharp contrast to the previous

with one or more Valcan offi-
cisls to discase the quarry
project. Fitzyersld was
promised s written reply to
his inquiry.

As  of Tuesday, only
o e

At ttist mesting, Dr. Robert
Fitsgerald, cheirman of the
Medins County
Environmsantal Aclion
Asaociation, wes allowed to
express the group’s concerns

over Vhlcan Materials Co.'s’

quarty propessd for a wite
between Quihl and Medina
Laks.

Hartmann had replied in
writing.

* Hartmann confirméd one
private meeting at Ms home
with Vulcan cificisls in
October to discusa their plans.
Businsss conducted by
missioners

\

approval of the Devine Hills
Subdivision Unit IT lacated off
CR 7111 '

* Entered into a mainte-
nance contract with Gilletts
Alr Conditioning Co., Ine., of

Roycs San Antonio for servics of the

heat, ventilstion, and air con-
ditioning system at the new
county jail. The two-year con-
tract will cost $8,724 snd will

date. Gillstte has been provid-
ing filter changes and other
sarvice since that date.

« Bevstly Lutz, assistant

Most quarry protesters skipped cdmmiSsioners cburt

(GRASP) for rural public
traneportatian. The sgree-
wment calla for GRASP vahi-
des snd drivers to provida

" of federal programs,
ived 1 of an

transportation serviess for
Guadal County residents

nddcndmn;; the caunty's con-
tract with the Alamo Arvea
of

in the Seguin area. The con-
tract will mean vans and dri-

- yers from Medina County will

to the

not have to travel
i h s sin-

Q Y

Wayne Gondeck of DRG

Architact: ded

com meladad
» Granted (inal approval to
Unit I of the Fawn Valley
Subdivision located off CR

using Gilletts, as they had
uﬁ.inaﬂyh:tlﬂdﬂu}lvw
tem and have been provid-

Fltzgerald tioned
whather County Judge David
Montgomery or any individ-
ual commissioners had met

46886 between Dunlay and
Castraville. © -
* Votad in faver of final

ing warrsnty servics. The
maintenance contract will
bear a January 1, 2000 start

area
ted. GRASP

{

an expiring leasa on ancther
Iocation. The lease will call for
an aanual paymant of $2,000
and will have a start date of
March 1, 2000.

dle trip ls ruq
will be paid enly for actaal

for the pulrition program.

e Luts also secured the
court’s preliminary spproval
of an intersgency cooperation

contract betwean ths em.mz

and the Greater Randolpl
Area Services Program, Inc.

o Approved s lease
betwsen the county and Jase

od north of Devine nsar the
corner of Hwy, 173 and CR
6642. The contract replaces

control warkshop will be held
March 28 at 1 pan.. A wubdivi-
sion rules and regulations
workshop is also in the works,
although no time and date
have been decided.

T

Q,.O\ssﬁm’ A\"% ‘QQ\»&\\L\' PN LN R 2SN

moved to San Antonio and joyfully brought
de:mlynintothgwcﬂd.Dr.Puryvmrhd
ivate busi i g them being WOAI Radio,

inSan A

S

I's Continui

:ndahohnghtinmmymk\SmAnmlo
Education Program

Fril§ CERGER

i

Antonio.

L® |

During his 50's Dr.
PhD. in marksting
" Peery finished his

“60s. A move.was then
Chattanooga, where Professar
ness administration foe nine years

E. Woodlawn, San Antonio, Texas 78212.

St. Louis Catholic Church in
Resurrection for Dr. Peery Monday,
These memorial gifts
Endowment fund, Castroville, Texas, 78009

Commissioner met
with quarry organizers

QUIHI —Medina County Environment Action Assoclation.
chairman Dr. Robert Fizgerald received his first reply from a
county commissioner this week Pct. 1 commissioner Royce

their daughters Susan

in various areas of

induding Fax Tech
and then on to

become a Professor of Business at St. Mary’s University.

Peexy made the decision to attempt to gaina
and business administration. Eventually Dr.
course work, wrote his doctoral dissertation
which was accepted, and was awarded his Ph.D. degree in the late
made to The University of Tennessee at
Peery taught marketing and busi-
before moving back to San

A Memarial Service for Dr. Peery will be heid at Laurel Heights
United Methodist Church Wednesday,
in the main sanctuary. Memorial gifts
Laurel Heights United Methodist

March 15, 2000, at 10 a.m.
should be directed to the
Church Music Department, 227

Castroville will celebrate a Mass of
20, 2000 at 8:30 am.
mybedlmdedﬁod\cﬂ.l.ouhkhool

Hartmann addressed questions put to commissioners court by
" Fitzgerald at its Feb. 28 meeting.

At that meeting, Fitzgerald asked the court if any members
had met formally or informally with officials from Vulcan
Materials Co. concerning their plans to open a limestone quarty
between Quihf and Medina Lake. Specifically, Fitzgerald asked i
there had been any requests for commissioners to {nvoke emi-
nent domain powers to help Vulcan secure rights-af-way for a

’;M::: planned railread spur. )

wae Hartmann replied that he had an informal meeting at his
_He homein October, 1999 with two Vulcan representatives and a
ning nelghbor in order to “get a undown on what they would study.”

&

Hartmanm alsa stated in the letter, “I will not exercise my
power for Vulcan in condemning property for a road right-of-
way or a rafl right-of-way.” )

i 0 Mu nama 10 l
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‘Vulcan strives to be a good neighbor

Dear Editor:

Over the past several weeks there
has been much discussion related to
Vulcan Materials Company’s evalu-
ation of a possible limestone quarry
in northeastern Medina County. As I
have indicated publicly, we are smdy-
ing all factors that are important in
an evaluation of a project such as this.

As [ said at the public meeting in
Quihi on Feb. 3, before we decide to
go forward with the filing for necessary
permits for such an operation we must
be satisfied that we can build and oper-
ate the proposed facilities in a respon-
sible manner. That means being a good
neighbor and having no negative impact
on- the surrounding environment.

The Edwards Limestone formation
is well known for its use as a superior
construction material. This limestone

— -

is the key “building block™ for the
coastruction of homes, schools,
churches and highways not only in the
local area but also in many other lo-
cations of Texas where construction
materials are scarce. Medina County
has an abundant supply of Edwards
Limestone and the utilization of this
resource means jobs for local residents
and tax dollars for the improvement
of school facilities and sensible road-
way and infrastructure development.
As we continue our evaluation of
this project, members of my staff or
myself are always available to listen
to input from concerned citizens of
Medina County. I hope it is evident that
we are being open with this commu-
nity about our plans. Contrary to some
reports, I have never met privately with
any elected official of Medina County

er - -
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regarding our proposed operation.
Representatives of Vulcan have had
conversations with several county
commissioners to understand transpor-
tation routes and to inform these pub-
lic officials of the nature of this project.
Vulcan Materials Company strives
to be a good neighbor and corporate
citizen in all the communities in which
we operate. We have many local ex-
amples of our success in this effort, i.e..
San Antonio, Knippa and Uvalde. We
have demonstrated in many instances
that we know how to develop a state
of the art construction aggregate facil-
ity, being good stewards of the envi-
ronment as well as responsive to the
concerns and needs of our neighbors.
Tom Ransdeil
President Southwest Division
Vulcan Materials Company
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Quihi residents show strong opposition

for Vulcan limestone quarry

Medina County Commissioners’
Court held their weekly meeting with
standing room only in the court. The
number of visitors signified the strong
opposition to the proposed Vulcan lime-
stone quarry in Quihi.

« Judge David Montgomery began the
meeting with a public participation fo-
rum and allowed Dr. Robert Fitzgerald,
chairman of the Medina County Envi-
ronmental Action Association, four min-
utes to speak.

Dr. Fitzgerald addressed the court
with a prepared speech, thatread in part:

“] appreciate being allowed to address
the court. [ represent the MCEAA. We
are united and steadfast in opposition to
the quarry and railroad for many reasons.

“One of our concerns which involves
you, the commissioners’ court, isthe use
of the commissioners’ court to obtain a
road right-of-way for them (Vulcan), a
private corporation. which could sub-
sequently be accompanied by a railroad
built on the same right-of-way.

“It has come to our attention that
Vulcan Materials Company approached
the Hondo Texas Department of Trans-
portation requesting thata road be built
from FM 2676 to the quarry site. The
Hondo TexDot replied that such a road
could only be built if the right-of-way
for it had been already obtained, and
that the commissioners court was the
appropriate governing body to obtain
the needed right-of-way.

“The court could accomplish this by
exercising its authority to invoke emi-
nent domain and condemn the land
needed for the right-of-way.

“As Medina County taxpayers, our
concerns are as follows:

“Are any of the county commission-
ers or the judge aware of the above in-
formation at this ime?

“Have any of you already met with
any Vulcan representatives officially or
unofficially? If so, who attended the
meeting, when was the meeting held,
and where? What was discussed?

“If no meeting has been held, hasa
meeting in the future - official or un-
official - been scheduled? If so when,
where, and with whom? ’

“If Vulcan officials ask you, the
court, to exercise your power of emi-
nent domain and condemn property for
the road right-of-way and rail right-of-
way for them - a private company, will
you do so?

“If you condemn the property,
where will the money come from to
pay the landowners for the con-
demned land?

a———

Fitzgerald concluded his presenta-
tion by requesting that at least two
representative from MCEAA be al-
lowed to attend any meeting withs
Vulcan officials and participate in the’

 discussion and recommended that

any Medina County citizens wishing
to attend, be allowed to do so.

Montgomery stated he would answer
these concerns in writing and hoped the
commissioners would do likewise.

» Approval was granted for Marion
Taylor, Justice of the Peace Pct. 4, to
enter into an interlocal agreement be-
tween Medina County and the Depart-
ment of Public Safety for a program
that would flag the drivers license of
individuals who fail to appear in court
for traffic tickets. Taylor explained that
at this time warrants are issued for any-
one that fails to appear, but with this
program their driver’s license would
be flagged and the individual would not
be allowed to renew their license until
all tickets were taken care of.

» Approval was given fora dona-
tioh agreement between Medina
County and Mico Volunteer Fire De-
partment fora contribution of $2000.

* The board accepted Commis-
sioner Royce Hartmann’s request to
accept bids for a new rubber tire front
end loader. The agreement will have
a guaranteed buy-back for the lease/
purchase plan, with the trade in of
the old loader. o
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Why isn't the quarry on the county agenda?

Dear Editor:

Do the people of Medina County
think that a matter concerning the roads
and highways can be placed on Com-
missioners Court agenda for discus-
sion? I can tell them thit, If County
Judge David Moritgomery docsn't want
it on the agends, it won't get. there.
What makes matters worse, county

rommissioners won't stand up to him. -

" Let me explain: | have asked Judpe
Momgomery three times to bring out
in the'open the secret discussion he and
other commissioners are making with
the Vulcan Materials company if they
open a limestone quarry in Medina

County. I have been informed verbally’

and in writing that all the commission-
ers arc against placing the project and
its effect on our roads on the agenda
for discussion. Why? |

At least three county roads will have
’tobecmuedbyme milroad tracks to .

reach the Union Pacific line at Dunley,
If the route goes along Quihi Creek,
we can expect flooding of the coun-
tryside and homesites by the damming
effect of the high berms which would
be necessary to elévate the railroad
- trnck. Remember the local flooding
caused by the railroad: berm at
_ Creekwm Acres in October 1998?
Do we want this to happen again?

Another Question: Are the taxpayers -

goms to pay for the necessary country
ad improvements required by the
hugo gravel trucks which will haul
15% of the 200 million tons mined
from the quarry site? These roads, if
the quarry does come into being,
would have to be improved and in
place before the proposed quarry is
opened in order to comply with the
clead air standards of the TNRCC. So
who pays the bill? M:-and: Mrs: Tax-
payer? I am sure Vdlcan Matérials
would appreciate your generosity in
this regard. These and other matters are
issues that the county comrissioners
and county judge won't discuss in'an
open forum. Who knows whist thiey
have discussed in their secret moennp

with Vulcan officials?
. Govemnment officials work for the

'peoplewhoelamdﬁm'lhylluuld

listen to the people of Medina Cousity
and not to big out-of-state co:pon-
tians that come here for one

to maks hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in the next 50 years. They have

‘little concemn about polluting our air.

mdwmrorendmgedngcurhedm

'andhvuu!ongutheyclnmeet

certain woak government standards.
Tothem, the cmall fines they pay are
just another cost of doing business.

It is a sorry state of affaira that
greed has come between friends and’

nelghmeewcmwu have beea:
offered theie 30 pleces of silver” and
g:d has gotten the best of them.:

it ﬁ‘lm and neighbors, how-
ever, haven't baen consulted or even:
considered'in this scheme. After all,
they will be wealthy and they can’
move sway if they don’t like the dus, |
noise, water pollution of the menace:
of gravel trucks. To prove my point;*
afumﬂyo(fwrwﬂlhdaqmi
of a mile from the home of one of

_ the families that has sold an option”

to Jease land for the quarry site. This'
gravel trugk had faulty brakes. .

We:-call upon the people of Medl-
na County to Unite and send & mos-
sage to Vulcan M 10 go else-
where to mine their limestone. Tell
them no railrosd right-of-way ease-
ments will ‘be given. Tell them we:
witl oppase them at every level. We:
musxdothmlmourlocalgovw
ment won't listen to us.

- County officials have denied us our

right to freedom of speech. Remem-
ber this when you go to the polls in
March and November, and especially
remember this in two more yesrs wheet
the cther two commissioners und the
eog:tyon:::wmeuphm .
T. Fitzgerald, Chainmay .

. Medina County Environmental
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quuuon.mﬂuhxpnym ‘citizens have been offered
Get countrs ear at. going to pay for the nocmaxy thetr “thirty pisces of stiver*
election ﬁme county road improvements - - and greed has gotten the best
: . required by the huge gravel of them. Thelr friends and
L . . trucks which will haul 15 per-, neighbars, however, havent
_The third time was notthe  cent of the 200 million tons ~ been consulted or even con-
" |chamm for Quiht . mined from the quarry site?  sidered In this scheme. After .
‘Question: Do the people of  These roads, f the quanry all, they will be wealthy and
dina-County think that & does come into being, would  they can move away if they
matter concaming the roads - have to be improved and In' . don like the dust, noise,
and highways can bé placed  place before the propased ~ water pollution or the menace
on Commissioners Court agen- quarry is opened tn order to  of gravel trucks. T prove my
for discuaston? [ can tell comply with the clean air point a family of four was
that if David standards of the TNRCC. S0 killed & quarter of a mils from
ntgomary doesnt want ®  wha pays the bill, Mr. ¢ and . the home of one of the fami-
on the agenda ftwontget . Mry, Taxpayer? | am sure lies that has sold an option to
ere. What makas matters Vulcan Matertals would appre- lease land for the quarry site.
county commissioners  ciats your generoslty In this  This gravel truck had fautty
n't stand up to him, regard. These and other mat-  brakes.
Lst me explain. [ have ters are lssues thag the county W call upon the people of
asked judge Montgomery commissioners and county Medina County to unite and
times to bring out in the. Judge won't discuss in an send a message to Vulcan
open the secret discussions he open forum Who knows what  Materials to ga elsewhere to
and other commissioners are | they have discussed In thetr  mine thefr Iimestons. Tell
making with the Yulcan secret meetings with Vulcan - them no rafiroad right-of-way
company if they officials! easements will be given. Tell
pen a limestona quary In We want to remind tha . them we will oppose them at
Medina County. 1 have been  judge and commissioners of  every level, We must do this
jed verbally and In writ-  Medina County thatall gov-  since our local govemment
ing that ail the commissioners  smment officals - county, won't listen to us,
aré sguinst placing the Vulcan  state, and federal - work for-~ In closing, I would remind
project and fty effect the people who elected them.  the voters of Medina County
.|on'our roads on the agenda They should listan to the peo-  that the county commissioner |
Tor discussion. Why? ple of Medina County and not  and county judge have dented
At least three county roads  to big out-of-state corpora- us our right to fresdom of
have to be crossed by the  tions that come here for one  speech. Remamber this when
rallroad tracks to reach ths  purpose: to make hundreds of  you go to tha polls in March:
Southem Pacific rail Ine at millions of dallars in the next  and November, and especially
Dunlay, If the route goes along 50 years. They have little con-  remember this (n two miore
the Quihi Creek we can expect com about polluting our air  years when the other two :
flooding of the countryside and water or endangering our  commissioners and the county|
homasites by the healthr and lives as long as judge come up for re-election.
damming effect of the high they can meet certain weak . If they won't listen now, they
borms which would be neces-  government standards. T won? listen later. Don't mess
sary to elevate the railrasd. .. . tiem, the:small fines they pay . with Quthll- =+ .- - B s
Remember the local ate Just another cost of doing Dr. Robert T. Fitzgerald,
ooding caused by the rat- business. Chairman|
road berm at Creskwood Acres 1t is & sorry stats of affairs Medina Coun
in October 19987 Do we want  that greed has come between Environmental Action
this to happen again? Another  friends and neighbors. A few Assoctation
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stickers added to Quihi anti- quarry arsenal

uqn-t:'adthqm pbcl on tlu matter to the committeey
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1 Fitzgarald  attention; efiectively putting -
addressed the Texas House of an and to the discussion.

QUIET  —Petitions © and raview by Vukan &5 locand &
bumper stickers are among between Quiki and Medixa mives Committes on . The group had sought & @L
kerss making. the rounds as Lake' Natafsl Resources at a public 'hnldm-mlmmd“ :%
area residents step up thelr ' MCEAA chainman Robert bearing hald at the Hondo ‘the sits of thelr last mesting,. N
efforts to block a proposed Fizgerald tumed la a formal Comumunity Center. Rep. Ros the Guihf Gun Club. Howsver,
fnestone quarry. . request at the courthouse last NI Lawis told Pitsgurald thet try- the verus's manages lnformed §
“The dina  County week seeking to have the | ing to stop the quamry woald FRtzgerald that some club 3=
Environmental Astion issue placed on the formal only result in s ewsult ageinst members object to usleg the T 2
Assoclstion  wil mest agemda of commissioners MCEAA -as well as ageinst site for “poiitical meetings" 85
Thursday at 7- pm in the court. Fitagerald racalved a personally, and that  Club members cannot maks a -
Paul Lutheran Church hall in letter of responee dated Feb. lrying to stop such projects fermal decision regending the (o>
Hondn.cmupmntum 16 and signed by Coumty | &e unually bulidings use by MCEAA unifl - =
door to door throughout the Jiadge David Monigomery. The i B equany are COmmities chainnan Devid Iti next regular meeting in __;‘;:,
area asking residents 10 Sign &  letter stated that all commis- mqwmumﬁndmuh“ Counts polttely thanked . March. © s
petition opposing the Vulkcan mwm-mpyof (Fhoto by Michsel Stem) nup:wmwngm 'S

Flghtmg to keep rural folks in charge of rural water

nmnn,mnamdongub- aquifers since the creption of zens. to be, it will create a conflict
swrwﬂn e information on local con- mm-;-m::u the EAA. mwmm.mmwm
HONDO- Local groundiwater * cems. single county water district ln "1 hate to start picking on suthort- . neads, and vice versa®
districts looking to protect luana Bucknes, Gareral 1991 and 1 funded by ad val- San Antonio,” Buckner said. ty would be dangecous, she sucknes felt a board com-
thelr turf and comstitusnts Manager of the Medina County  orem taxes: “sut it asppears ithe San suid, because differing regions prised of rural and urban imter-
made a beavy ples 1o mem- Underground Water R is composed of a five- Antonlo Water system] is dont bave the same [nterests.  ests would end ap with urban
bers" of the House Natural Conservation District, is all for member board and warks ounder the tmpression water  “We taflor our rules accord-  areas flexing power and poten—
Resoirces Committee last keeping urban sprawl and clossly with suounding dis- law 36.122} nn:n to bs ingly." Buckner told committee  tially locking thelr rural coun-
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Dear Editor:

Vulcan Maicrials Company is pro-
posing to mine Emestone at a sitc in
North Central Medina County. As a
property owner, with plans to build a
home in this beautiful and ecologi-
cally fragile area, my wife and I arc
absolutcly oPposad to this guarry for
many reasons.

The proposed site it over the Ed-
wards Aquifer Recharge Zone. Take
note that a rather large spill of diesel
fuel occurred Jan_ |4aaDynaNobel
Inc.. nplnswc mining sitc. This is ap-

four miles from Comal
Springs and Hueco Springs that flow
from the Edwards Aquifer. On Jan.
24, 26 and 28, slight races of hydro-
carbons showed up in water samples
taken from these springs. Think this
couldn’t happen here? Anyone who
draws water from the aguifer should
beconcemedasmsﬂ-ecnlysom
we have.

Thisisro be a megn-qnm'y com-
parcd o the six existing guarries lo-
cated in Medina County and will be

. in operation for at least 50 years. [t
-will be large enough that is will re-

quire railroad services. Since our -

property is located two miles from
the quarry sitr, we are concemed with
polhution from limestone dust. With
the constantly blowing and ever-
shifting winds along the southern es-

carpment of the Edwards Platcan,
everyone living miles away from the
quarry will be affected. We are not
laoking forward to the sounds of
high explosives being detonated on
aregular basis or a rock crusher run-
ning all day. We pity thé property
awners adjoining the quarry site.
Everyonc owning a parcel of land,
be it farge or small, has a moral re-
sponsibility to care for it. They
should improve it ecologically if pos-
sible, but at least not destroy it Those
individuals invalved in farming and
raaching should realize this mare
than dnyone eise. My wifc and I are
doing our part to improve and pro-
tect our piece of Texas. Even abuscd
and misuscd cedar brakes and rocks
have more value than a polludng
quarry and possible future landfill
site, My wife and I would ncver sub-
ject our family members and neigh-
bors to put up with the problems as-
sociated with an aggregate quarry by
Jeasing or sclling out to Vulcan Ma-
terials. .
Vulcan Materials will not be a
good neighbor to us. We are asking
all of Medina County 1 please join
with the Medina County Environ- -

mental Action League m fighe this
Pm.lm
Scout Conrad
San Antonio
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Quarry-bashing fills Quihibountryside

Michael Stem
StaF WRITER

QUIHI -- Area residents
opposing a limestone quar-
ry rallied their forces in an
emotionally charged meet-
ing last week.

Highlight of Thursday
evening's meeting at the
Quihi Gun Club was Vulean
Southwest Division presi-
dent Tom Ranadell’s maneu-
vering through a mine field
of tough questions laid
before him by project oppo-
nents. The group, which
has organized under the
name of The Medina County
Environmental Action
Assaciation, formally adopt-
ed their mission statement
before hearing a lineup of

speakers that included
State Representative Tracy
King.

MCEAA chairman Robert
Fitzgerald opened the meet-
ing by intraducing his wife

Proposed quarry draws 200 protestors

Aylene, the association
treasurer, who read the
minutes of the group's pre-
vious meeting. The min.
utes highlighted the associ-
ation’'s goal to “fight

through political channels”
in an all-out attempt to
thwart the proposed quarry.
The quarry is to be located
between Quihi and Medina
Lake.

Fitagerald then returned

State Rep. Tracy King
and Robert Fitzgeraid

to the microphone and tuld
the group of 200 “we do not
have any support from our
government,” referring to
county commissioners court
which had refused to dis-
cuss the quarry issue at its
Jan. 31 meeting. Citing
County Judge David
Montgomery's warning at
that meeting that anyone
trying to discuss the matter
in open court would be held
in contempt, Fitzgerald
stated, “Judge Montgomery
is in contempt of his own
court.”

Fitzgerald used a New
Braunfels quarry as an
example of potential envi-
ronmental risks associated
with such a project by
informing the group of a
diesel fuel 3pill at that
plant. Although conceding
that the nearby Comal
Springs were not affected
by the New Braunfels acci-

dent, Fitzgerald sounded an
ominous warning concern-
ing the proposed Medina
County quarry.

“Our water is precious to
us,” he said. *If the

Edwards aquifer becomes
undrinkable, it's over,” he
said. “The Edwards Aquifer
Authority is very interested

* Ses “quarry”, page 3

. Vulcan M

tleft] and geologist Darrell Brownlow take notes ar the MCEAA

Division president Tom R

meeting in reibi (Pheto by Michae! Stem)
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* Continued from Page 1
in this smtuation, aithough
thay do nat have permitting
authority.”

The association’s mission
statement was read to the
audience by its author,
Mary Walpole. The state-
meat read in part, “We wont
to continue the healthy,
zlean, pesceful environmant
that has caused our pisneer
families to stay and that
has attracted newcomers.®

Ransdell later noted sim-
ilarities in the group’s mi

the law is followed,* said
King.

Real estate broker and
Mico volunteer fire depart-
men*. chief Juck Love was
samber as he addressed the
crowd. “The TNRCC rubber
stamps everything,” he
said. “I'm against this
thing. They're going to kill
your way of life. You've got
to Bght for your way of life.”
Fitzgerald then asked the
crowd for auggesti in

Materials Co,

Ransdell told the group
in reforsnce s Valean, “I
would not be with them if |
didn’t believa in their mis.
sion statement which 15
very close to yours,™ he said,
“We will have to come to the
conciusion that wo can com-
plete this project without a
negstive impact on the
srea,” smd Ransdell.

Accompanying Ransdell
to the mesting was geologi

drawing up a petition.
After 0o ans offersd a

8-
sion d to
Vulcan's

Fitzgerald sug-
gested several items includ-

which states in part, “Our
Dission is...to be responsi-
bls stewards with respect to
the safety and anvironmen-
tal lmpact of our operations
and products...”

Rop. King promised the
sudience that he would
make sure that Vulcan
woutd get no 3pecial breaks
sf privileges in their peemit
applicatien procass with the
Texas Natural Resources
Unnservaticn Commission.
“i will muke sure :he
TNRCC follows svery single
b en considering this
sreaiver, {11 make aurs thar

ing over water and
air pollution. “Cur water
supply should be made safe.
I'm sure they can fnd lime-
stone somewhece else in the
state or county,” he said. “1
want to be a steward of the
land,” said Fitzgerald, iam-
pering his onvironmental
stance samewhat hy saying
=1 am net a tree hugger.”

At the arging of audicnce
membwers, Fitsgeeald
allowed Ranadelf io come to
the podium. Ransdell intro-
duced bimsell iz having 33
years 2xperience in the
ugreginted  industrr. the
- 22 o therm with Vulean

Durrell Brownlow, who is
working as consultaat to
Vulcan on the project.

When asked by an aadi-
ences member if Vulcan had
ever stopped a project
because people did not wanat
it, Ransdell replied, “Yes,
we have failed to complete
projects because peopls did
not want them.”

Ransdell slso told the
group that no rights-of-way
for a propased rail spur
have yet been purchased.
although contact with sev.
eral property owners has
bean made. He alse said
that the quarry wouid pri.
marily serve the souih and
sast Texas markets. wich 4
sarticular smphit.s on the
greater fouston 1rea

He rurther stated that
tha majority of the materi-
als from the quarry would
be shipped by rail, with the
balance heing delivered by
truck. Thuy fact stirred the
most emational line of ques-
tioning as Ed Hecker, a ctrial
lawyer and araa resident.
brought up Vulcun's prac-
tice of allowing customers’
trucks to pick up materiais
directly from their quarry
aites. Hocker stated if a
customer's tryck had an
accident on a road near the

dlefty

quarry, Vulean would go to .V“‘“":' 5 seologist Darrell Brownk
court and ask for g s the prop d quarry with Ben lvey (center) and Max
ry judgment excrsing them W3kden. (Photo by Michael Sterm)

from liability in such & case. yvonne Peres suid her chil-

Ransdell eatimated that 60-
70 pereent of trucks loaded
at the quarry would be
Vualean oswned or leased
vahicies. He said that
Vuican loads material anly
up te the legal lim:t of 2
purticular vehicle depend.
ing an its cap Fhen
asked by Hecker u Vulean
checks the hrakes of cus.
tomer trucks, Raasd=i|

repited they did nat since 1t
Deat.

is Texaa

o

dren ride a schuol dus which
sravels by the proposed
quarey aite. “What happens
whan ana of your trucks hits
their  achool bus?  she
asked. *Obvionsiy we don't
plan on that hagpening,” re
roplied. Aler 1 brief pause
he added ~I fon't really
%Zaaw hew te inswer thag
auestisn ”

Zanadell stressed Lhree
ments teing consid-

of environmental impuct,
and the economic viability
of the project. He also seat-
ed chat it will take any-
where from ix to 18 months
for Vulcan te make its final
decision.

This was emphasized oy
Ranadell in repizing to the
final  question of cthe
cvening. “What aill it cake
ta get you o stop your pro-
jest?” asked an sttendee

seaced an the front row.
Without hesitation,
Razsdell  replied.  ~We

haven't started vet.”
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rYour turn

- P.O. Box 400, Hondo TX 78861

An unwanted and undesirable neighbor

Dear Editor:

\ Landowners in north central Medi-

* na County, from Quihi to Dunlay, are
working hard to oppose the proposed
2,000-acre Vuican Quihi limestone
quarry. This mining installation is
moving at a fast pace as exploration
is complete, leases with options are
made, various railroad routes with
marshalling yards are in_consider-

ation, -truck- routes are in- consider-

ation, plant size is set, Vulcan money
has been allocated, plant designs are
progressing and various permits are
being prepared. Vulcan Materials Co.
is principally engaged in the produc-
tion, distribution and sales of con-
struction materials and chemicals.
\\,lulcan is the nation’s leading pro-
ducer of construction aggregate and
they have all the money and resources
to move the installation forward
quickly. ’
The citizens’ concems for air, aqui-
fer, recharge zone, land faults, roads,
gravel truck dangers, trains, property

values, explosions and country tran- -

quility are real and warranted. Our
problems and concerns canriot and
will not be properly addressed after
the quarry is quickly put into opera-
tion. It seems Vulcan has done its
homework and plans to move
quickly. It is their ploy to keep oppo-
sition to a very miinimum, keep those
in favor less than fully informed and
known problems suppressed.

We, as concemned citizens should
study the problems, meet with our

i

——

Fax: (830) 426-3348 ‘?;
p

1©0

~

communities, meet with our elected .
officials and visit similar quarry sites.
We must acknowledge that open pit |
quarry operations are offensive, dusty, .,
noisy and have large amounts of ex- i
plosives. These operations are notori- A
ous for being unwanted and undesir-
able neighbors for many reasons. Note
that abandoned quarry areas fit the ’
need.and are often used for garbage

i

dumps.. With rail systems,instafled, .

this 2,000 acres could easily be used
as'a dump by adjoining cities. 0

We must remember that Vulcan is
not our rich and generous Alabama-
based benefactor, but is a company ’ ;
traded on the New York Stock Ex- _,
change to make money for lheir;;
stockholders. In 1999, their materi-
als segmented earnings were,
$369,996,000. While a few in this ;
area will make money from this
mine, we all will have serious envi-
ronmental exposures, dangers and
accidents. Do we want to sell our

_ legacy for this new mining neighbor?

If Vulcan can address public meet-
ings in Quihi, Castroville and Hon- ;
do after meetings with our elected
officials, then why can’t concerned
citizens also meet. with officials?
Why can't concerned citizens meet
with our leading county officials un-.
der any forum? I encourage all con-
cerned citizens to join us in the Me-" |
dina County Environmental Action ’
League to fight this project. 'J:,

Lester R. Landrum ™,

it
Hondo '
wiE

~ ¢
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2 raded on the New York stock "t
f.m:dgents urgedto exchange to make money for ™
.ake action thelr stockholders and in 1999 &
N - their materials segmunted w
oy eamings weze S359,996,000. &
b """“IQ.V"':"Q"“ Whileafowinthis areawil kv
Land 1 narth cen- make money from this mine, A
Y M‘_"“"’ ' from we oll will have serious envi &
0 wmmtnm‘l' ronmental axposures, dangers, &
the working .aldacddmsnowenntm ]
2,000 acre valcan Quit time- 10U Logecy fox this newe
istons quarry. This mintng ""r"“l’*‘?‘-‘ . €
installation Is moving at a fast |, -“""“?"’“"‘“"" °
pace a3 exploratian s com- mm‘"'“‘ . ¢
plete, leases with aptions are :“"“-‘m Hondo .
ade, varions raioad OOy oD ou slocted off- v
th marshaling yards e n LA than why cant oo ¢
orsideration, ack routes ar cemed citizens also meet with ¢
b consideration, plant size % officials? Why caa® concerned
Iset, vulcan money has besn mm-‘mmh-m b
allocated, plant designs are county officials F any 4
ros !.mdviﬂoéspu— forum? | encourage all con- -t
ts are beiog prepared. cerned citizens to join us (n i
can Maxezfals Ca. 15 princ- m“"""““‘v
ly engaged i the produc- motsntal Action Leagus
on, dismbution and sales o 7 "B B8 Prolect
construction materials and .
chemicals. Vulcan Is the Lester & Landrum
nation's lesding producer of ormer mayor needs:
construction aggreguts and F
ey have al the money and refresher course
sources to move the instai- .
fation forwand quickly. Baiter:
The citizens’ cancerns for | am wilting i response to
v, aquifer, recharge zone, 15t week's letter by Dwigh
_ fland faults, roads, gravel truck. Graen. The only statement he
- dungers, trains, property vak- ntade In Wis tirade that } agree
ex, axplosions, and country:  With is that something snel
ranguility are real and war- - it was his letter. |
nted. Our problems and Duight obviously needs a
concems carmot and will nat refresher course in the lessons
ibe propesly addressed after na'mmudiolme
the quarry is quickly pus intn e
ppseratinit taﬁu’&m~ Peoplathathavesintegrivg:ty
done their homework and dp not dsal In Innueado or.
plans to move quickiy. Tt is rumor. They nams names and
their ploy to Yeep uppasition find out facts. Pecple that
5 2 very mintmum, keep have principles stand up and
hose ln favor less than fully  SPeak out for what they
mformed, and known prob- bellave {5 sight, they don®:
lems supprasred. _ hide in the shadows of past
We, a5 concemed citizans,  3ccomplishments axpecting it
should study the prublems, 10 cloak their presant conduct.
meet with qur communities, * Also, Just for the vacord, ten .
meet with our slected officials, PWople appearing at a councll
and visit smllor quarry 5ites. mesting to voica thelr apinjon
e‘must acknowledge that - . “;mﬂmﬂunvmh
apen pit quarry operstions are It the dight way o vate on
of ;vg‘m.ngwaﬂdm Issues that affect the entire
rge amounts of expiosives. - -
ese operations are notort- 1 would tike to address,
for being unwamted and - with facts, those rumors that
desirable neighbars for Dwight perpetuated. The prop-
many reesons. Note that erty owners are [immy and
m”uﬂmmum Mﬂm*lﬂﬂ.ﬁ'm
the need and are aften used = Masters, and tha aister-in-law
for garbage dumps. With rail is me. The property he was
" lsystems mstalled, tis2,000  Feleming t is the trisngle of
acres could casily be used as land at the east end of.’
dump by adicining cities. Castroville, outside the city
We mmust remember that " Uignits. First of all, the palica
is not our rich and- peotection they recelve s pro-
genevous, Alabama based, vided by the sherffs depart-
benes butis a ment for which they pay
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Horisa Nelural Resource

Texss Houss of Reproserlitives
Commiuge on Natursl Resources
willmee! in Hondo Thursday, Feb.
{7, at ! p.m. in the Aonda Camme-
nity sad Senioc Center. Following

Commities meats In Hondo

{nvised spaakers, the ic will be
alowed s

to give testimony ow ground-"

water

Ubrary shidy commitiee
to mast

Tha Libwory Stdy Comminse wilt
most on Wednesday, Feb. 16, at 6
pn. al the Hondo Public Libeacy.
mmhqkquwmwuzm
everyone is walcome to aliead.

PN‘: Fountain Seniors
New Pountain Scuior Chizens will

tiave thelr mouthly gethesing Tues-
duy, Reb. )5, 11:30 2.m., 1o the Pel-
Towship Hall of New Fountsla
United Methodist Church. Bring a
covered dish snd beve fun with us.

Owis' Nest incluuded
in this Issue

Don't miss this week's Ow/fs’ Nest,
writiea and by Hoado High
School a prinied and insorted
in the Flondo Aavil Herald a1 2 pub-
He service of this sewspaper.

o D C W A r—————vetnrdn-® 4 TE

& Vulcan woos county citizens;.

studies quarry project feambnhtj

tives of Vulcsn Maleri-
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. als have been privately briefing h !d
clecied officials, comvuumily and eco- ts t d \ ‘
ez oz | Quihi residents no convinced |g—-.@ |
ay to inkorm e of e | _Approsiately 00 Quini aes aee caniie-gusted. rulkond spur would be buik from Y & )
mmg‘-mwhﬂldﬂhwm residents stended & meating Thurs- mmqw-mm‘. M-y::;:uu. > -}
1‘7'2’ WCWMY day evenlag at Quihi Gun Club Helt, public:swusgness itlee was d saic] b "—sholunul
Mt 2,000-scre quarry :ukmmhmlloalhunl,hﬂh fk Wil organizs effors, “Il&“m‘n‘ﬂﬁm
:;:m“hmdw nmhmp:fQﬂm wnajority preseet consider ant unwel-  in ,?:m-lunlnehulnd. to be permalised, oaly the equipment "o
o between Dunlay came, prospective new neighbor. % be sent 10 nies and sizie of- used &o mine (he rock. : o)
na Lake, on property owned l’mvlmnly.reﬁemlmm ficidlsand local o i He believss wes residents will be
poctially by ibe Wursboch and County Envirosmestel Ac-  postile fisdraisiog efforts. open ta health, aolie, mquifer, traf- A
m‘l‘mhnddl, entof Vs taa League i fight the project.. “9¢.wre urging ladownems (wio fic ead other problerms, *fike o cao-
Sevten Dvinio, |poosiours et sty oy s rocus e Maay Pt har :
s |previousty be pruxby:i f-way) pot to " he
WNMWW mmﬂ“m Vulcan Swlhwrml m‘:' ':)mm;ﬂmmwmm. h-h‘:. "::’: 2:.-.
f:"“!‘y “'l;d‘ ve not beon I shout the project, s not bélag Jorced to sell thraugh condeme  we know, an option og leases s the s
ternal .W.m“ nf fio- convinced that the company’s words nWsp.,Adx—n!plou only thiag they have right now.* * . L
IR menth befoze 4l of our hace- fori on the compasy's pan o kY 1D m-.lwmtlmhhmm and vio plan (0 protect the ssviron- ? - )
wark iy done and we ca-come Jo 8- do soything under cover, “We k a1l ohe wps & problém with 2 duat mn-';:qm-n y f ]
dacision aboul what we want to do,” muyyw;mdunhuhnmm snasphali plast. The we.  Rumsdel 33id “spprehension™ is s )
he said. Still lo be completed are sn-  way 0 conduct our business.” ity clatinns were rolated (0 ROl uncofemon sinong residents in i :
vm\mnhlmmmmm Ha said his compuny’s record with !ﬂd after heavy  areas of sew Gimeries. ’
stapding the desires and intereats of TNROC is nof perfect, Over the last  riis sfBustland, Texds. The cliations’ He said {he quay wosid creats -~
ucllhuolw&mud 14~15 years, Ihey hive béen cited for mulmdi.nc.mmﬁu; about 128 pew jobs with an infusion -~ 9
evalusting markets sad proving inler- 11k dust and two waier qualily viols- re not perfect;” be said, "but  of about $20 million to $30 million. - >
n-lly. from. an economic staadpolof, lions in Texss. Theee of the citations, e think our record is good. R is our Vulcunis & Fortane 500 compaay
whether the project is feasible. . he sald, were under previous owner- W obids by the law, “based in Birminghara,
ledelluldﬁuuehtkunozl ship of quarries that Vuican now are very prov of ous company :
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Control needéd

proposed quany in the Quih!

I area is but one more example of

the kind of controversy we can

expect here in Medina County as
inevitable development continues.

Industzy of all kinds, subdivisions
of all kinds, and businesses of all
kinds eventually will seek to locate
throughout the area, as many already  th
have While the county has a limited
set of sybdivision regulations, it has
no zoning plan to govern commercial
or industrial development.

Industries such as the quarry have
only to meet the standards set by the
regulating state agency in order to
locate -anywhere (n the county.
Objections from residential neighbors
do nat usullly weigh heavily in the

application process for agencles such
as the Texas Natural Resources
Conservation Commissfon.

while judge David Montgomery
may have angered residents wanting
to speak about the quarny at a recent
county meeting when he denied the
opportunity, he was on solid ground
when he said the commission has no
jurisdiction.

Yet it may be largely by chaice that

the county commission stays out of
such matters. ’

A zoning plan would give the coun-
ty a voice In all development, and it
would be the only official voice likely
to be fmpacted by county residents
and their concems. It may be high
time for the county to take mare con-
tral over industrial development.
Road maintenance Is great, but these
days, is it enough?
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Medina
split on
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Opponents fear =
pollution, damag .

By Zexe MacCormack
EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER

HONDO — Although Vulcan Materials is only
considering creating a limestone quarry in east-
ern Medina County, the prospect of having a $20
mﬂlmnholemmegroundhetealreadylsdivxding
residents and elected officials.

A decision is at least one year away, but Vulcan
already has lease options on about 2,000 acres for
* the quarry and is negotialing easements to run a
rail line to the site.

“We're in the conceptual stage of looking at this
Jocation and several others for future quarry
sites,” said Tom Ransdell, president of the compa-
ny's southwest division.

Last week about 70 residents who live around
the proposed quarry site formed the Medina
Cm;nty Environmental Action League to fight the
project.

“We're hoping that Vulcan will see the light, so
tospeak,andguelsewneretoﬁndmdrnme-
stone,” said Robert Fitzgerald, group president.

fears the quarry will poﬂutetheair
and groundwater and damage county roads. Also,
hesaid,thenewslx—mﬂeraﬂlinefmmDmnayto
the quarry sile would create hardships for farm:

M See’ MEDINA/7B
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Medma resndents

split by quarry plan

A Continued from 1B

ers in its path.

But Elizabeth Wurzbach and oth-
ers say those fears arc unfounded.
They see the quarry as a big boost
for the economy here.

“We talked all this over with the
company, and it's not supposed to
do anybody any harm,” sald Wurz-
bach, 70, who has agreed to let Vul-
can mine on her land.

She s concerned the project will
be sabotaged by Fitzgerald's group,
which will hold its second meeting
at 7 tonight at the Quihi Gun Club,

“It's not even off the ground yet,
and they're trying to stop it,” Wurz-
bach said

Company officials have privately
briefed selected elected officials,
commimity leaders and residents,
including Fitzgerald, hut have not
held pubuc meetings on the propos-

al

“I certainly would think that
once we have our homework done
and really have something to lalk
about, we’d be more than glad to
meet with the citizens,” Ransdell
said “We do not have the necessary
answers to meet with a group at
this point.” . .

Ransdell said “apprehension” is
not uncommon among residents in
the areas of new quarries, but he

, added, “We think we are a very re-

sponsible quarrying company.”

Based on community feedback,
Ransdell said, “Medina County is
very interested in growth and very
interested in more industrialization
in the county.”

He said the quarty would create
about 125 new jobs with an infusion
of $20 million to $30 million.

“It will be quite a boon for the
county of Medina,” ‘said Clovis
Boehm who, like Wurzbach, is look-
ing to move beyond hunting and
grazing leases for the quarry prop-
erty they agreed to lease.

“It's a good opportunity to cash
in on a good deal,” Boehm said. “It’s
not going to hurt anyone, I don’t
think, because Vulcan is very much
environmentally aware of what's
going on.”

The project would require the
approval of the Texas Natural Re-
source Conservation Commission,
which already regulates about 14
Vulcan quarries in Texas, including
four in San Antonio.

“Vulcan is not in the least con-

cerned, because they have ari im-
peccable record at the TNRCC,”
Chris Schuchart, a Castroville laws
yer acting as the company’s’ com-
munity liaison, said Tuesday. -

But TNRCC spokesman Patrick
Shaughnessy said that since .1986;
the company has been cited for'six
air quality violations and twice for

water quality violations, mnlung
in $36,750 in fines.

Citing the concerns of Fitzget,
ald's group, Medina Couaty Com-
missioner Royce Hartman on Mon-
day tried to place the quarry issue
on a future meeting agenda or set lt
for a public hearing.

But he was stifled by Medma
County Judge David Montgomery,
who said: “This is not something
for the court to take a stand on., We
have no authority overit.... This‘ls
a private endeavor.

“We shouldn't even be in djs-
cussion on this matter.” w o

He later called it his premgative
to override commissioners'- re
quests on agenda items. :

“The agenda is subject to the.
county judge's review. It's always
been thal way,” Montgomery said
“If I decide it's not going on there, it
is not going to be on there.” -

But a 1993 ruling by Attomey
General Dan Morales said, in pirt:
“An individual commissioner may
place items of his choosing on the
agenda”

zmaccormack@express-news.net
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Ag'ouponlﬁlﬁteﬁdanmjoin—

. ing mggﬂurtopmmstlpmwsed
rock quarry project in their area.
. Sixty-seven people met lasy week /-"

discuss the effectrsuch a project
would have on the quality of Tife of
the strrounding ared..

The citizens believe a handful of
peoplewillbemd:ingmonayu!he
expenzofnmwwlnwmbeaﬂecnad
by excess dust. blasting and a sefi-
Qus. ine in real estate values.

Theyplanbfonnayuup.uedim
comtyEnvimnmendAcﬁmAsso-

Quihi residents oppose
ed rock quarry

ismdcipmdtpheuuaedmdw
e%bni:d total. of the existing six
jes currently in the couaty.
The group has determined thut
Vumdmmmmuzoo :
million tons of projected limestone
mwvalweuSO-yeupe;ind-Aail-
mndspurwﬂlbeb.ﬁkmmspoﬂd\e
mmbfmm&squ-muexist-
mgnﬂmmiuwwly.mnﬂmd

For information, contact any ofthe -

following: Dr: Robett Fizgerald.
141-5040; Ted Portenicr, 426-4901
(day) or 741-8335 (cvening); Dr. Bob
Reed, 426-3677; David Rone, 210-
308-1857; Max Walden. 741-3418;

- Tom or Mary Walpole, 426-T122.
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Quihi quarry gets homeowner cold shoulder

Michael Starn
Srape Winren

A rock quarry proposed
for the Quihi arsa has

will take a stand os, and
that’s the end of it right
thare, ¢ said M

be opantcd
Materials Co.

Tiviad

by Vulcan
Southwest

Robert Fitzgerald uld [

catsed nwarby rasidants to
orgsnise in, an effert to
block ' the gn]oet. The
group i3 perticularly
incensed at county
sicners’ refusal to discuss
the mattar at their regular
meeting Monday.

Robert and  Alyne
Fitagerald stoxmed out of
the court whan County
Judge David l(-ntnmry
abruptly the

at by M s 4
a5 the court reconvened fol-
lowing a bieak prevented
bim from addressing the
court. “He said in open
court thet anyeas wha
tried ta talk sbout the mat-
ter wonld ba held in con-
tempt of court, I didn't
want to be held in con-
tempt, 50 we laft,” said

Fitzgerald,
M y had, in fact,

quarry matter would oot be
put on the court’s agenda.
“This is oot a county itam.
We have no authority in
this matter,® be sald. “This
i not something the court

raminded “those im stten-
dancs of the court’s rules of
conduct and decorum, and
that viclaters woald be

Vulcan Myterials
;l 2 ‘!omm- 500 company
ssed in Birmingham,
Alabama. Site of

the quarry is off §
CR 283 just

Located on a county faap,

e
Thurman and  Oirector
|leanstie Willlams were to
meat with an election expery
Feb. 2.
“We've mor of less decid-
od.10 da i just Itke we did in
1998,° Thurman sid. SMA
jconvaried 10 single Treinber

the site is halfway bet
Dunisy snd Medina th
o8 the crow
Castroville atumq
Chris Schuchart, who has
heen retained by Vulcan as
Iocsl counssl, estimates wp
te 150 jobm at ex
P aversge amnual
salaxy of
$25,000 will be
provided by
the quarry if
and when it
reaches  fuil

of where the H
read makes 290 }

oparsting
» capacity. He

.alse pointed out
that Valean will provide

Schucbart.

Fi Id has N
the  Medina County
Eavironmental Action

Amsociation. The group met
on Jan. 268 with S’I ynplc .
in attend

sy

Thurman said he didn't
think there was iime 10 decide
who was elighie ta vole and
'waen's sure how 1o make that

Pracinct 1 Commissionar

Boyce Hartmanu. [t was .

Hartmana whe lorwarded
the group'’s request te place

.. the matter on the commis-

sioners court agenda.

“We faal that the county
should take our side,” said
Pltcgerald. “They could
have listensd to us,” he

O\-xnuﬂy. the county
has no 2oning rutmtinu
or ordi

Up for re-zlaction this yesr
st direcions Paul Marbach,
Yed Kohileppel and fohnm ;
Ward,

Otactor Grace Hitzleldér,
aiso up kr re-elecion,
lresigned in January, No
replacement  has  bemn
appbimed.

Southem Cross
on MK Day
CASTROVIRLE--City

top banefits for its employ
sts. “They will be » grest
cempany te work for," ssid

the alf.lblhh.nt-l‘-pn-
»Ses “quarty”, pags 3

Oorna
Schusiing confimed thei a
lwudln :m lh;. .b.

Homeowners protest proposed Quihi limestone quarry

he said.
F ld  sald  that

activities that do nat vie-
late atats or federal lawa,
Howsver, the proposed
quarry will have to mest
the guidelines of the Toxas
Noturl Rasources
Censervation Commission
to raceive n permit for éon-
steuction and operstion.
Thia, however, pnvidn

& .
enviroomsntal izsuss are
the focus of his group’s con-
cern. “Thers will be blast-

ing. There will be clouds of
Paople’s

dust in the air.
henlth will be

knows bow much the blast-

ing will harm the dam?,”

asid hc.:'unld
Tom

Y

mation fom thia group is
not totally true apd is being
md to incite others. The

lde were invited by

of Vulean's southwast divi-
slon wue at zn {gdustry
forende and Tabl,

Vukn ofBcials to tour cae
of their other quarries in
San Antonio and instead of

Behuchart

for

Asthmatics will have s par-
ﬁcullrly hard time breath-
ing," he ssid, "In sddition,
ares vnlh wﬂl ba lﬂuud
with

cold comfort for F
“T'ke TNRCC has a compul-
or model for psrmit sppli-
cation, and if Valean fol-
laws that model, they will
receive their permit eanily,”

Times
Article and
Letter to the
Editor

2/2/00

ticn of drinking watar. And
the Maedina dam is only
seven milss swsy. Prios

studies have shawn that it

already has fracturas, Who

Ref. 41

axprogsed linﬁwlntmint ing

st the group’s viswpaint of
ths querry. Tha sttorney, a

life-long resident of the
county, made it clear that
hs wan speaking from hia
own observation cather
than 83 an
spokesman for Vulcma. *It
in disdppainting that infor-

doing to, thay have a mest-
wmd form & group. to
fight the project,” he asid. .

Schuchart said that he
lives in closs prozimity to
sevoral quarries not ‘operat-
ad by Valcan near Medina
Laks. “Wa've never had a

ul problem living near these

quarries,” he said. “Vulcan
is a good torporate citizen,

group ‘will -mest egnin

:nd du] have an impecca-
haps end pray that this
project takes off. T cen't
think of another like it that
will have sush a positive
econemic impact oo our
coumty,” said Schuchart.
Pihprlld said thet his

‘st 7 PM at the
Quihl Gun Club. “Anyone
interssted in this issus
from both sides iz wal-’
came,” he said.
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The Natalis LS.D. will accepi  L00MMA L Wrght bon
bids for the purchase of a new 77 N
ALD L. WRIGHT
passesger, loog whezl base, school At
BUd iaformarion cun be plekoet 10 0 Bitite State

am ot thn Namlia T® 7Y

ter placed on the zgendn wan
again deniad by Judge ly for the destruction of their  Division President Thomas
harmful to area Montgumery. He stated that  property. Consider what it Ranadatl, and projact manng-
this was a private matter will do for their neighbors’ or Darrell Brownlow wet
IR ditar: and did not concern the properties, however. The with him and two cormmis-
‘Ths propased upening of Commisaioner's Court. He peace and quist of the county  sioners?
huge limestone quacry in further stated that any will be disruptad for the next Judge, il it isn't your busi-
loocth County sttempt to speak by visitors 50 years by the mining, pro-  ness It's mine, nnd those of
i, “:‘: ntral n:‘:‘ " [ the meeting would be held  cossing snd transportationr of us who still have proparty
L’“’md w'vpla.-vl‘hthh“ in contampt of court. two hundred million tonx. rights and freedom of speech. |
‘m"m"‘m‘ 3 slao to the in oy opinion, thia matter  Our lands will be divided by It is wrong not tn sllow pao- |
fasionsr's Coust. is of gravs concern for the 80-foot wide easements for ple to speak to the court :
c“s.'.’.u""u' over ths racharge fllowing ressana: it will vailroad tracks, some of when the people have A
200 of the aquifes, this pro- adversely sffect our water, which will be built on high requeated such 2 hesring.
inct. has anly ta:un;ly boen qur Jives, aur air, our safety, uqu bermas. Gravel trucks The Commissicners Court. is |
by & fow nn-fdlumrpmntyOnr will menace trafic and tear  supposed to reprosent us as
ar an hm aquifar will be in constant up our rosds, Long, slow well a8 govarn ua. Voters,
‘M“‘"tmh by asking moving trains, which will remernber this whan you
i ichhpbpud'wmh mhmmfnmnuw voﬁiumrthunty)mill
Commissloners Conrt day (up to six, round trip),
wan denied by Judge will have to hlow their whis-
- inD ber of tusas tlng croas dur county
1999, & large group of aree roads. This noise and blast-  ms, "if you have s problem
- called the Madina ing will have an advarse with Volean Materials,
Coﬂt“n “;! " ntal year dl‘-;cl. on our wildlifa, Air pol-  should wark it out with
{Aspociation was formed. Ita truﬁh.ntkenldpouihly lution from dust and s;acke  them." Since an answer
I bern subsequ aeked provide approximataly w.nl aggravate respivatory would hava been in contempt
Rnyum $450,000 annuslly in ad val-  disesses such as asthma and  of your court, I will tall you
o it o the smphysema, now thet we will do all we
Tmana "’h" Aceording to Judge can to protact our hooes,
d-.dmhiundcuw"m Montgomery, one of thisis  health and the heritsge of
¥ °rie imp &d’m nmm: won’tw’ and RﬂmMCmty 1, for ona, do
On Jan 31, appasron  mot ta see Madin
o s G o & ramuest by the county egenda. If ks ot County turned ints & hugs
artmann fo have the mat- tha county'’s business I would limestane quarry.
N our citizans. It will alscpay  like to ask the Judge why Roburt T. Fitzgerald
- tenta have boen designated o W""—"
Playing by the rules alifornia s Ariscns, and (e rule [¥e not tha vt tima that she Whita
. % use tena lons more House has taken » shortcut sround |
’:“: '::: i::m“fn—&:::? fiest acres in !’u?mln;hnd have been mads Capitol Hill to get something done. 'nu



